iS ratified on Sunday deatb seniences on 
Mohammad and 1 1 supporters convicted of 
^ trewn, the New Agency reponed. But death sentences on a 
fMiner intent mii^r, Mohammad AbduUah A1 Batani, and 24 others 
wererommutrf W ISy^mjafl. The agency saW the higher presiden^^ 
?“*“8 ^ Pn»*nt fiaider Abu 

Mohammad and thousands of supponen fled 
to North Yemen after he was ousted ui bloody street fighdM between 
party factom m Janu^ last year. Only five of the peMlenow under 
sentence of dea± are ^ held in South Yemen. nJey ^msk convicted 
^r a IMS trial of 108 people, 64 of them in custody, on charges 
mdud^ bgb ire^n. terrorism and sabotage. North Yemen and several 
other Arab states had appealed to the Aden government to mmmmft the 
sentences. 
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Door to Door 


The Danish Jordanian Dairy Co. Ltd. will 
deliver their fresh produce right to your 
door-step (especially ice cream). . 


Just give us a call on 844780/1 for 
immediate delivery. 
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King sends good 
vishes to Nepal 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
Kiim Hussein on Sunday sent a 
cable to King Birendra Bir Bik- 
ram Shah Dev of Nepal congratu- 
lating him on his country’s 
national day. In his cable, Fung 
Hussein expressed happiness and 
continued good heaM to King 
Birendra and wished the 
Nepalese people further progress 
ana prosperity. 

Senate meets 
tomorrow 
to discuss budget 

AMMAN fJ.T.) — The Upper 
House of Parliament (Senate) 
will hold a regular session on 
Tuesday to disi^ Jordan's 1988 
fiscal budget, which was unani- 
mously endorsed by the Lwer 
House of Pariiament 10 days ago. 
The Senate's Financial Gommit- 
tee has completed discussing the 
, ID 1.075 bimon budget and has 
submitted its final report on its 
findings to the senators. 

Abdul Meguid to 
visit Moscow 

CAIRO (Petra) — Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul 
Meguid will pa^y an official visit to 
die Soviet Umon next February, 
according to a report carried by 
the Egyptian magazine October. 
Hie magazine, in its recent edi- 
tion, said that Dr. Abdul 
Megnid's visit to Moscow would 
follow a trip to the United States 
next January. 

Sharaa returns 
lome from Riyadh 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian 
FoieigD Minister Farouq Al Sbar- 
aa returned on Sunday from a 
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King: Moscow talks 

enhanced bilateral ties, 
mutual understanding 

His Majesty, in interview with Izvestia, lauds 
Soviet support for Arab causes and outlines 

achievements of Amman summit conference 

MOSCOW (Petra) — His Majesty King 
Hussein has said that his recent visit to the 
Soviet Union and talks with Soviet leaders 
have greatly contributed to strengthening 
Soviet-Jordanian relations and enhanced 
mutual confidence. 


Id an mterview published in 
Satasday's issue of ^viet news- 
paper Izvestia, the King said that 
prospects for further strengthen- 
mg of relations between Amman 
and Moscow were “unlimited.'’ 
The King expressed bis satis- 
faction with the Soviet support 
for the just causes of the Arab 
people and said that efforts were 
currently being exerted towards 
improving inter-Arab relations 
and the implementation of Secur- 
ity Council Resolution 598 for a 
ceasefire in the Iran-Iraq war. 


The King told the newspaper 
that concrete progress was made 
during the Amm an summit con- 
ference in the way of improving 
inter-Arab relations, particularly 
Syrian-lraqi ties. 

Following are major excerpts 
from the interview: 

Qpestkm: The recent Arab sum- 
mit conference in Amm an has 
adopted important political deci- 
»ons concerning a settlement to 
the Middle East problem and the 
Iran-Iraq conflict. What are the 



Iraq welcomes U.N. statement, 
urges punitive nie^ures on IrM 




he rave a message from President 
Hatez Al Assad to King Fahd, an 
official statement said. The state-- 
mem gave no details of the mes- 
sage. Mr. Sharaa went to Tehran 
last Tuesday and handed a mes- 
sage from Assad to Iranian 
President All Khamenei. 

Velayati holds 
talks in Libya 

BEIRUT (R) — Iranian Foreim 
Minister All Akbar Velayati held 
talks on Sund^ with Libyan lead- 
er Muammar Qadbafi, the official 
Libyan news agency JANA said. 
JANA gave no details of the tal^ 
in Tripoli. Mr. Velayati arrived in 
Tripoli on Saturday on a three- 
day visit IRNA said Mr. Velayati 
also had talks with Libyan Fore- 
ign Minister Jadallah Azzouz Al 

Moscow lodges 
protest withlran 

MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet 
Foreign Ministry summoned an 
Iranian diplomat Sunday to pro- 
test an attack on the Soviet con- 
sulate in Esfahan by Afghan re- 
fugees, TASS said. The Afgh^ 
were conducting a demonstration 
to mark the ei^tfa anniversary of 
tile Soviet military drive mto 
Afghanistan. TASS said the 
Foreign Ministry summoned the 
Iranian t^ge d'a&ires to receive 
a protest about a “piratic attack” 
on the Soviet consulate by “a 
group of rampaging thugs among 
^jghan counter-revolutionaries 
hvmg in Iran.” 
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BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
called on Sunday for punitive 
measures against Tehran to force 
it to accept a ceasefire in the 
seven-year-old Gulf war. 

Welcoming as a good step a 
U.N. Security Couu^ statement 
issued on Thursday and dismissed 
by Iran, Ir^'s Baath Party news- 
paper AJ Thawra said; 

“The only reply for the Iranian 
attitude is to accelerate measures 
to pun^ the aggressors (Iranians) 
and avoid giving them new 
opportunities to continue their 
agression.” 

The Security Council on Thurs- 
day said it was determined to 
consider further steps to ensure 
compliance with its July 20 re- 
solution ordering a ceasefire in 
the Gulf conflict. 

Tehran the next day conde- 
mned the statement, saying it was 
the wrong way to end the conflict. 
It repeated its demand that Iraq 
be branded as “aggressor" before 
Tetuan woidd accept a ceasefire. 

Al Thawra said Sunday: 
“Whilst the international com- 
munity had agreed once again to 
.implement S^rity Council Re- 
solution 598 (ordering a cease- 
fire), the Iranian rulers repeated 
their conditions to end the war 
and rejection of the resolution.” 

The Security Council statement 


Syrian tanks 
get Soviet 
armour-plating 

LONDON (AP) - Syria’s 
^viec-built T-72 tanks have 
been equipped with sophisticated 
armour-plating copied from Brit- 
ish tanks, ^ntly increasing their 
chances of surviving in a battle, 
according to a pubfisbed report. 
The weekly Sunday Telegraph 
newspaper said the tanks, de- 
ploy^ alone the Israeli-occupied 
Golan Heights, are covered with 
reactive armour. Such armour 
explodes wten struck by a shell or 
missile, dissipatin|^tbe impact on 
the -tank's hull. The newspaper 
said the first reactive aimour- 
piating was used on British tanks. 
British Centurion tanks equipped 
with it which had been sold to 
Israel were captured Iw Syria in 
the early days of the 1982 Leba- 
non war and sent immediately to. 
the Soviet Union, where the tech- 
nology was ^pied,.the report 
said. 


issued on Thursday, echoed a 
warning contained in the five- 
raonth-old resolution 598. The 
statement said: “The members of 
the Security council declare their 
determination, in accordance 
with operative par^aph 10 of 
Resolution 598 (^198^, to consid- 
er ftjrtber steps to ensure com- 
pliance with this resolution." 

The United States and some 
other council members have long 
been pressing for an arms embar- 
go. but there has been no consen- 
sus so far on whether to impose 
sanctions or what form they 
should take. 

The statement, read by Council 
President Alexander Belonogov 
of the Soviet Union, said council 
members took note of an assess- 
ment given them by Secretary 
Generm Javier Perez de Cuellar 
on Dec. 10 after he held separate, 
largely fruitless consultations 
with Iranian Depu^ Forei^ 
nmad Ja’ 


Minister Mohammad Jawad Lari- 
and Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tareq Aziz. 

The council statement express- 
ed members’ “grave concern over 
the slow pace and lack of real 
progress in these consultations.” 
After his talks with the two 
belligerents, Mr. Perez de Cuel- 
lar said a “fresh and resolute 


impulse by the council is 
needed," and Thursday’s state- 
ment was a reroonse to that.* 

It reiterated the council mem- 
bers' detennination to end the 
conflict as soon as possible and 
reaffirmed their commitment to 
the ceasefire resolution “as an 
integrated whole.” 

Iran has insisted on priority for 
the resolution's sixth paragraph, 
providing for an inquiry panel to 


wcu ■ 

Iraq wants the resolution’s pro- 
visions implemented in sequential 
order, beginning with the first 
paragraph demanding an immedi- 
ate ceasefire and mutual troops 
withdrawals to internationauy 
recognised boundaries. 

Tbe council statement also 
reaffirmed that the implementa- 
tion of the resolution was the 
“only basis for a comprehensive, 
just, honourable and durable set- 
tlement of the conflict.” 

It expressed support for the 
efforts m the secret^ general to 
secure implementation of the re- 
solution. as well as of an outline 
plan for achieving this that he 
discussed during his talks with tbe 
two sides. 

The coundl asked Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar to continue his efforts. 


Ship attacked off Beirut 
after Israeii interception 


BEIRUT (R) — A cargo ship 
came under heavy fire after being 
intercepted by Israeli gunboats 
off the southein Lebanese coast, 
shipping sources said on Sunday. 

They said an Israeli navy patrol 
intercepted the 488-ton Inge 
Webb early on Saturday as it. 
headed from Beirut to either the 
port of SidoD or of Jiyeh, a few 
kilometres to the north. 

“The Israelis ordered the ship 
to return to Beirut and as it was 
turning back it came under 
machine-gun and heavy weapon- 
ry fire which inflicted some oam- 
agfi,” one shipping source said. 

He said it was not clear 
whether tbe Israelis opened fire 
on the vessel, which was carrying 
coDtameis. 

A Sudanese sailor at Beirut 
port told Outers a boat docked 
there had bemi hit '"with some- 
thing bigger than bullets on tbe 
side exactly above the pipes of 
the hydraulic system.-- n had 
semi-serious damage.” 


Lloyds shipping intelligence 
said tile Inge Webb was mter- 
cepted by the Israeli navy about 
19 kilometres south of Beirut and 
ordered to return there. 

As it turned the ship came 
under fire from maefone-guns 
and heavier weapons which pun- 
ched holes in the bull and bn^ge, 
the Lloyds r^rt said. Tfre ship 
was now in Beirut port, it saio. 

In recent years, the Israeli navy 
has intercepted several ships in 
tbe Mediterranean, sometimes 
taking them to Israeli ports, with 
tbe declared aim of preventihg 
seaborne guerrilla attacks. 

On Nov. 6, Israeli navy patrols 
intercepted a Lebanese cargo 
ship off tbe southern port of Tyre 
and arrested a Lebanese 
businessman on board. He was 
released six weeks later. 

In January, Israeli gunbpats 
stopped a C^riot passenger ship 
as It sailed ^m the Cypnot port 
of Lamaca to the Lebanese port 
of Jonnie. 
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Israelis deny water and power to 
Palestinians and besiege camps 

Military courts begin trial of detained Arabs 

Combined agency despatches already been jailed for between asked not to be named, told "D/aroc on/^ 

one and twelve months. Reuters. X CiCo allLl 

THE ISRAELI iautiiorities on Israeli newspaper Yadiot The camp is home lo bS.OOO -n -i • 

Sunday followed up their army Ahranoi reported that many Palestinian refugees. _IV3.UlTl StrCSS 

clampdown on tbe occupied West Palestinians who were detained In The relief worker said he had 
Bank and Gaza Strip with puni- tiie cuireni roundup would be been barred by the Israelis from "frYT 

live measures against towns and deponed from the occupied lerri- his routine work of providing hot IICC-VX IL/i 
reftigee camps in the West Bank tones. ' meals to children aged six and I 

and Gaza. Mepwhile, hundreds of seven and milk to pregnant and D63.CC DSTlCV 

RennrK neachinp Amman caiH Palestinian women from refueee nursine mothers althouoh he had L ± J 


measures being taken to achieve 
these decisions? 

Answer: The Amman conference 
discussed many problems that 
concent the Arabs, including the 
Palestinian problem and the Iran- 
Iraq conflict. We have given a 
clear and accurate picture of our 

(CoatiDued on page 3) 


Combined ^ency despatches 

THE ISRAELI authorities on 
Sunday followed up their army 
clampdown on tbe occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip with puni- 
tive measures against towns and 
refugee camps in the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

Reports reaching Amman said 
the Israeli authonties were en- 
forcing measures aimed at under- 
mining the steadfastness of the 
Palestinians against the occupa- 
tion. These measures included 
cutting-off water and power 
supply from houses, mosques and 
stores. 

However, the Palestinians have 
resorted to collecting rainwater 
. and using water from artesian 
wells and candles to counter the 
Israeli move, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported. 

The Israeli army on Sunday 
detained another 1(X) Palesti- 
nians. 

The army admitted that it had 
summoned a number of Israeli 
judges specialised in penalties to 
assist military judges m preparing 
the files of all Palestinians who 
were detained during the past two 
weeks of demonstrations. Tbe 
army said Friday over 1,000 peo- 
ple were detained but Arab re- 
ports put the figure at over 2400. 

Israeli mifitaiy courts on Sun- 
day started the trials of a number 
of Palestimans accused of taking 
,part in the wave of protests. 
Many other Palestinians have 

Gulf states 
praise 
Palestinian 
uprising 

RIYADH (Agencies) — King 
Fahd Ibn Aboul Aziz of Sauai 
Arabia said Sunday that the lead- 
ers of all six Arab Gulf states 
support the Palestinian uprising 
against Israeli occupation forces 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

In a statement carried by the 
Saudi Press Agency, the king said 
the leaders were “hearing and 
seeing with all pride the uprising 
of their brethren in occupied 
Arab Palestine and... (their) 
heroic resistance against frraeii 
terrorism.” 

F^g Fahd made the comments 
on the second day of a four-day 
summit of the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC). He 
serves as foe aUiance‘’s chairman 
for foe coming year. 

The includes Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, 
Oman, and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

Two weeks of protests left at 
least 22 Palestimans killed in 
clashes with Israeli forces on foe 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The Israeli army said it had 
arrested over 1,000 Palestinians 
in connection with foe protests. 
Palestinian sources put the arrest 
total at about 2,500. 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat reportedly sent a message 
to foe summit Sunday vowing 
that the uprising will “continue 
unrelentingly, in wave after 
wave, until the occupation ends 
and Holy Jernsalem is liberated 
as capital of foe free Palestinian 
state.'’ 

Tbe message was issued at tbe 
PLO headquarters in Tunisia and 
distributed by Gulf wire services. 

King Fahd desc^iibed the 
Palestinian revolt as {“categoric 
rejection of occupation ana de- 
termination to resist it by all 
means.” 

“We al) hail foe steadfastness 
of foe dear Palestinian people 
and its resistance to foe occupa- 
tion and we reaffirm that we 
stand by it and pray to God for 
mercy (or its mart 
said. 


already been jailed for between 
one and twelve months. 

Tbe Israeli newspaper Yadiot 
Abranot reported that many 
Palestinians who were detained In 
the cuireni roundup would be 
deported from foe occupied terri- 
tories. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of 
Palestinian women from refugee 
camps continued a hunger-stnke 
in protest against the inhuman 
Israeli treatment of the Arab 
prisoners. 

Israel Television on Saturday 
evening said the Israeli army was 
conducting “operations” inside 
the Jabaliya refugee camp, which 
was sealed-off by foe Israeli au- 
thorities three weeks ago. Israeli 
soldiers were banning the entry of 
any food supplies to the area and 
denying access to and from the 
camp, the television said. 

On Saturday evening, the 
Israeli army imposed a curiew on 
the Tulkarm reftigee camp after 
renewed demonstrations there. 
They also closed off the entrances 
to BureiJ refugee camp. 

United Nations officials also 
expressed concern over the situa- 
tion of Palestinian refugees living 
in the Gaza Strip. 

A U.N. relief official said foe 
Jabaliya camp was suffering from 
acute rood shortages as a result of 
foe curfew imposed by foe Israeli 
amV. 

“there is no bread. People are 
very deviate. They are running 
out of food,” foe worker, who 


asked not to be named, told 
Reuters. 

The camp is home to bS.OOO 
Palestinian refugees. 

Tbe relief worker said he had 
been barred by the Israelis from 
his routine work of providing hot 
meals to children aged six and 
seven and milk to pregnant and 
nursing mothers although he had 
not been barred from entering 
the camp. 

He said this was in spite of the 
fact that Israeli commanders had 
explicitly agreed tp let him con- 
tinue his sen'ices during the 
curfew. 

“I want to feed foe children 
and I'm not allowed to,’' he said. 

Reports also said that lawyers 
defending detained Gazans plan 
to boycott Israeli military courts 
in protest over the illegal manner 
in which trials were being con- 
duaed. Lawyers responsible for' 
Palestinians from foe West Bank 
also plan to adopt similar mea- 
sures, Petra reported. 

It was not immediately clear if 
all detainees would be tried, or 
whether some would be released 
before trial or held without trial 
under '‘administrative deten- 
tion.” 

The daily Haareiz reported 
army prosecutors were ordered to 
demand harsh sentences from the 
military courts. 

'"‘An' army spokeswoman said 
foe Palestinians were being held 

(CoBtinued on page 3) 


WASHINGTON (R) — Two 
Israeli cabinet members declared 
on Sunday that the Palestinian 
protests in the occupied Arab 
territories underlined foe need 
for an international conference to 
work out a Middle East peace 
settlement. 

In separate interviews on U.S. 
tele\'ision, Israeli Defend Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin and Foreign 
-Minister Shimon Peres acknow- 
ledged the violence had set back 
peace efforts but hoped foaf 
peace talks could still be^ soon 

“What we have to drive hom 
to the minds, the hearts, th 
people of the Arab countrie 
their leaders, foe Palestfniar 
(is) that by wars, threats of wa 
terror, public disorder in a violi 
way, they'll achieve nothin: 
Rabin said in an interview 
NBC Television. 

At least 22 Palestinians bs 
been shot dead and nearly 1 
wounded by Israeli troops dun 
protests in foe West Bank a 
Gaza Strip. Thousands of An 

(Continued on page 3) 


Fahd accuses Iran of expansionist 
plans and adding to Israeli threat 


RIYADH (Agencies) — King 
Fahd Ibn Abdul A^ of Saudi 
Arabia on Sunday accused Iran of 
pursuing territorial ambitions in 
foe region and of seeking to 
export revolutionarv ideology by 
force, adding to the threat foe 
Arab World faced frum Israel. 

. j^g Fabd's statement came as 
he and other leaders of foe Gulf 
Cooperation Coundl (GCC) met 
behind closed doors for a second 
day to discuss diplomatic action 
and a combined military strategy 
to deter Iranian attacks on their 
coastlines and oil tanker routes. 

FCing Fahd, foe current chair- 
man of the GCC, said that Iran 
was “directing arrows at our 
hearts Instead of. helping us to 


liberate Jerusalem and the Arab 
Islamic territories in Palestine.” 
He accused Iranian leaders of 
being motivated by “territorial 
ambitions and (the desire for) 
hegemony and exporting ideolo- 
gies alien to our Arab and Islamic 
sodeties.” 

He also said that international 
efforts to end foe seven-year-old 
Iran-Iraq war had so far failed 
because of the “refusal of the 
Iranian regime of every Arab and 
Islamic mediation attempt.” 

A peace overture by Tehran 
"would certainly lead to good 
relations built on good neigh- 
bourliness and mutual respect," 

• 9 ■ 
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Western navies increasingly 
aid unprotected ships in (Iidf 




DUBAI (R) — Western warships 
sent to escort ships of their own 
country foroueh foe Gulf are 
increasingly helping vessels from 
other nations before or after Ira- 
nian attacks, regional shipping 
sources said. 

A U.S. warship sent two heli- 
copters to protect a Saudi tanker 
after it was set ablaze by Iranian 
gunboats on Friday night, foe 
sources reported on Sunday. 

They said the captain of foe 
20,467-tonne Nejmat Al Petrol- 
XVn reported to shore: “After 
foe attadc, an American warship 
and two helicopters protected 
me.” 

One crewman was slightly in- 
jured when several rockets slam- 
med into foe partly-laden Saudi 
tanker in foe territorial waters of 
foe United Arab Emirates in foe 
southern Golf. 

Tbe crew put out a fire and 
damage was believed to be 
minor, foe sources said. Repor- 
ters who flew over foe vessel 
counted 23 small holes in the 
superstructure and hull. 

U.S. and British navies 
earlier joined forces to rescue foe 
crew ca a blazme South Korean 
freighter, foe 19,^-tonne Hyun- 
dai No. 7, after an Iranian raid. 

It was foe second rescue, mis- 
sion of its kind this month and the 
shipping sources said it reflected 
‘foe growing involvement of West- 


ern navies in the region. About 
80 foreign warships now patrol 
the area. 

Under their rules, of engage- 
ment, American warships can 
open fire to defend only foips of 
their own flag but they can offer 
humanitarian aid to any vessel in 
distress. 

“I. don't know if it's coinci- 
dence or not, but it seems they (foe 
navies) .are getting more in- 
volved," one source said. 

“Because of foe new tendency 
of Iranians to attack twice, they 
may want to keep a presence in 
foe vicinity to deter a second hit. 
On the other hand, foe incidents 
may simply reflect the increase in 
hostile activity." 

On Thursday, Iranian gunboats 
fired what 'Tehran said were 
warning shots at a U.S. helicopter 
investigating their approach on a 
Liberian-registered tanker. 

Shipping sources said foe heli- 
copter might have deterred an 
attack on foe 275453-tonne East- 
ern Power and the British 
warship Scylla later told the tank- ' 
er to join an outward-bound con- 
voy it was escorting. 

A British Defence Ministry 
spokesman declined to discuss 
rides of engagement but said the 
^tern Power was entitled to foe 
Scylia's protection because it was 
Bntisb-owned. 


Fling Fahd Tbn Abdul Aziz 

Mubarak to 
visit 6 Gulf 
Arab states 
in January 

CAIRO (AP) — President Hosni 
Mubarak will visit Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, foe United -Arab Emi- 
rates, Bahrain, Qatar and Oman 
in January at the invitation of foe 
leaders' of tho.se countries. In- 
formation Minister Safwat Al 
■Sherif said 'Sunday. 

The visit comes after nine ^ab 
states restored relations with 
E^pt after an eight-year rupture. 

Mr. Sherif was quoted by foe 
' Middle East News Agency 
(MENA) as saying that .the visit 
would take plare in the first half 
of January. He did not elaborate! 

Mr. Mubarak is scheduled to 
visit the United States in the 
second half of January. 

Sudan, Somalia and Oman 
never severed diplomatic ties 
with Cairo. Jordan and Djibouti 
restored relations in 1984. 

The countries which resumed 
relations following the Arab sum- 
mit in Amman last November are 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Qatar,- Iraa, North Yemen, 
Morocco and Mauritania. 

The countries who have not 
restored relations are Syria, 
Libya, Algeria, South Yemen, 
Tunisia and Lebanon. 
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.N. arms embargo on Iran may 
take months, cut U.S. role in Gulf 


WASHINGTON (R) — A new U.N. move towai^ a 
possible arms embargo gainst Iran may lead to a 
scaled-down American presence in the Gulf if future 
sanctions have teeth, according to independent 
analysts. 

But experts say it would take 
several months before any U.N. 

Security Council embargo could 
begin to bite, mainly because Iran 
buys much of its arsenal on the 
black market. 

In the meantime, the seven- 
year-old Iran-Iraq war appears 
likely to continue more or less 
unabated, according to Gary 
Sick, a Gulf expert who served on 
the U.S. National Security Coun- 
cil staff during the 1979 Iranian 
Islamic Revolution. 

Mr. Sick and U.S. State De- 

C ent analysts expect Iran to 
1 its annua) winter offensive 
soon. They predict that the land 
war will con^ue to spill over into 
attacks on neutral shipping in the 
Gulf. 

As a result, the United States 
^purs to be 'locked into con- 
tmuing the escort of U Kuwaiti 


tankers re-registered earlier this 
year as U.S. fls£ vessels to pro- 
tea them from Iran, which re- 
gards Kuwait as an ally of Iraq. 

But a statement by the U.N. 
Security Council on Thursday 
raised U.S. hopes that the Council 
may be moving towards the arms' 
embai^o that Washington has 
sought. 

The Council said it was deter- 
mined to consider further steps to 
ensure compliance with Resolu- 
tion 598, adopted unanimonsly 
last July 20, demanding a cease- 
fire in the Iran-Iraq war. 

Iraq has said it is ready to 
comply with a ceasefire if Iran 
does hkewise. Tehran has said it 
will stop fighting only if certain, 
conditions are met, including in- 
ternational condemnation of Iraq 
as tile aggressor. 


The Security Council statement 
stopped short of saying that all IS 
Q}UDdl members had agi^ to 
impose sanctions against Iran, 
but the State Department im- 
mediately hailed the move as a 
step in the direction of an 
embargo. 

'The Council now recognises 
and accepts the need to move 
urgently toward drafting and 
adoption of an enforcement re- 
slubon, which would include an 
arms embargo on the pa^, or 
parties, not complying” with the 
ceasefire, it said. 

But U.S. experts said it would 
take .months before it became- 
dear if all members of the Secur- 
ity Council would genuinely use 
their influence to make an embar- 
go stick. 

The United States has taken 
the central role in pushing an 
arms embargo against Iran de- 
spite the embarrassirig revela- 
tions that the Reagan a dmlnk rra- 
tion had sold arms to Iran while 
uigiog other nations to isolate it 
as a "teirorist’' nation. 


Experts here say Iran's main 
arms supplier is China, but it also 
buys from Latin American and 
other Asian countries, as well as 
from Spain and Portugal, thou^ 
the latter two deny it. 

Moscow has hinted that it 
would support an arms embargo 
against but has not come out 
fiilly behind the proposal. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Richard Murphy has ac- 
cused Moscow of tiying to play 
the arms embargo both ways to 
avoid hurting its relations with 
Iran. 

According to the State Depart- 
ment, U.S. efforts to stem the 
flow of weapons to Iran through a 
programme called operation 
staunch have been successful, 
with some notable exceptions. 

Mr. Murphy said that in 1984, 
23 Western nations sold arms 
worth more than SI billion to 
Iran. In the first half of this year, 
Washington detect^ only four 
Western nations shipping arms to 
Iran, for a total value ofless than 
$200 million. 


Moroccans move to defend 
the battlements of Oman 


MUSCAT (R) — The battle- 
ments of Oman's forts and cas- 
tles, threatened no longer by 
me^eval desert warlords but by 
20th century decay, have found a 
new ally in Morocco. 

The Nor^ African kingdom 
signed an a^ement on Saturday 
to step up its help in restoring the 
Gulf sultanate's heritage of wal- 
led defences dating ^m the Mid- 
dle Ages. ' 

Morocco first provided Oman 
vith technical eroertise in 19^, 
ince ±en three forts have been 
^stored. ^ 

They overlook Rust^ and the 
rmer capkal Nizwa inland and 
rka on tne Gulf of Omah'’coast. 
Ei^t mote will be renovated 
1^ under the new accord 
lieh Moroccan Ambassador 
ohammad^ Faraj A1 Dakali 
pied in Muscat. 

The U.N. cultural watchdo; 
NBSCO earlier this mont 
aced one of them. Bahia Foh, 
n its world heritage list of monu- 
lents and sites worth preserving 
or posterity. 

Oman's National Heritt^>and 
Culture Ministry has nominated 
;everal other forts to be put on 
:he fist. 

Dakali told Reuters in an' inter- 
view that 60 Moroccan experts 
were teaching Omanis the art of 
restoring ancient monuments. 

Morocco,' a showcase itself of 
European, North African and 
Arab history, has helped Spain, 
France, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
to preserve monuments of their 
hentage but Mr. Dakali said the 
accord with Oman Was a new 


departure. 

“It's a special fonn of protocol 
in its use of teams of technical 
workers cooperating with groups 
of young Omanis,'^ Mr. Dakali 
said.. He stressed that the help 
was practical, not just financial.. 

Oman's Minister of National 
Herit^e and Cititure, Faisal IBh 
Ali Faisal, said recently that 100 
Omanis would learn how to pro- 
duce smtable building materials 
for the restorations and that the 
state had already set up factories 
for the purpose. 

Round towers and turrets are 
familiar landmarks atop the jag- 
ged hill peaks of northern Oman. 

With their authentic dungeons 
and dank wells, the best-lmown 
forts are obvious attractions for 
the increasing number of tourists 
bdng granted visas to the most 
picturesque of Gulf states. 
National pride and learned de- 
bate have combined to thrust 
Oman’s forts into an unlikely 
stonn of controversy. 

'Hie question of who built them 
rai^ fierce contention at a Lis- 
bon symposium on world 
architectural heritage in March 
this year when an Omani expert 
said his compatriots, not Portu- 
guese conquerors, deserved the 
credit.' 

’The Culture Ministry's offidal 
adviser on Oman's heritage, 
Malallah Ibn Ali Ibn Habib, dis- 
missed the conventional Western 
historian’s view that the Portu- 
guese built the forts during their 
domination of Oman in the 16th 
and 17th centuries. 


China wants end to Gulf 
war, N. Yemeni leader says 


SANAA (R) — North Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh re- 
turned on Sunday from talks in 
China and said Peking wanted an 
en^ to the Iran-Iraq war and bad 
voiced support for a proposed 
international peace conference in 
the Middle East. 

Mr.. S^eh told file official 
North Yemeni News Agency 
SABA on his return: “We found 
a deep understanding and interest 
for an end to this war and its 
destruction.'' 

He said his talks covered the 
intemationsd e&n' and ways of 
ending the seven-year-old Iran- 
Iraq war in accordance with the 
U-N- Resolution 598 ordering a 
ceasefire and the withdrawal of 
forces to internationally recog- 
nised borders. 


China has denied it supplies 
Iran with arms including dozens 
of anti-ship Silkvrarm missiles 
which Tehran has used against 
targets in Kuwait which supports 
its Gulf war foe, Ir^. 

Mr. Saleh said China had 
voiced support for an internatiop- 
al peace conference in the Middle 
East attended by the U.N. 
permanent membe'rs and all con- 
cerned parties including the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

Mr. Saleh, who also visited the 
United Arab Enurates and Pakis- 
tan, said be bad signed a^e- 
ments with Chinese officials for 
which Peking would provide 
loans to finance North 'Yemen's 
1987-91 five-year development 
plan. No amount was given. 


Joint Sudanese-Ethiopian 
committee to meet on Jan. 7 

KHARTOUM,Sudan 


joint hi^-Ievel Siidanese-^thio- 
pian comnuttee is scheduled to 
meet on Jan. 7 to seek an end to 
conflicts between the two neigh- 
bouring Affican states. 

Sudan's Prime Minister Sadek 
A1 Mahdi, speaking to reporters 
Saturday said a venue for the 
meeting had not been settled yet. 

Relations between Sudan and 
Ethiopia,' generally tense, 
worsened when Khartoum 
claimed that a southern rebel 
take-over of the strategic town of 
Kunnuk on-Nov. 12 was backed 
by Ethiopian troops and shelling 
from across the border. 


Ethiopia has denied any role in 
the battle at Kurmuk. 

Sudan on Tuesday said its 
armed forces had recaptured 
Kunnuk, 590 kilometres away 
from the capital and only 144 
kilometres away from a hyd- 
roelectric dam at Damazin. 

For years, the two countries 
have traded accusations of har- 
bouring and aiding rebels to one 
another's centra] government. 

Plans for a joint-committee 
were announced early this month 
in Kampala. Uganda where Mr. 
Mahdi met with Ethiopian Presi- 
dent Mengistu Hafle Mariam. 


Talestinians 
will accept . 
any part of 
occupied 
territories 
for state’ 

ABU DHABI (R) — Palestinians 
will accept any jnece of land in 
Israeli-occupied territories for 
their own state, a leading Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official said in an inter- 
view published on Sunday. 

“Border issues wfll not be a 
problem in file beginning,'' Salah 
Khalaf, better known as Abu 
lyad, a top aide of PLO leader 
'Yasser Arafot, told A1 Ittihad 
neirepaper. 

“We will accept any piece of 
land in the occupied territories to 
set up our state," he said. 

Mr. Khalaf said the PLO 
should stick with the idea of an 
international Middle East peace 
conference as “the only means to 
discuss the Palestinian problem. 

“We should stick to it no mat- 
ter if it was held this year or after 
a decade.” he added. 

The Arab League backed the 
confereuce idea at a summit in 
Amman last month. Israeli lead- 
ers are split, with Prime Minister 
'Yitzhak Shamir strongly qppo^ 
to the conference and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres in favour. 

But neither Israeli leader wants 
the PLO at peace talks. 

Mr. Khalaf said PLO relations 
with Egypt had been repaired 
after Cairo closed PLO offices in 
April. 

tie forecast a PLO-Syria meet- 
ing soon. 'There was an ex- 
change of letters between the two 
sides foUou^g the Amman sum- 
mit and tins raised the possibility 
of a meeting at any moment.” 

Syria expelled Arafat from 
Damascus -m 1983. 


Somalia urges 
peaceful 
settlement of 
Gulf war 

MOGADISHU (R) — Acting 
Foreign Mmister Mohammad Ah 
Hamad told , a visiting Iranian 
delegation on Saturday night that 
Somalia wanted to see a peaceful 
end to the Gulf war. 

The war had jeopardised the 
interests and stabili^ of Islamic 
countries, and had ended the 
peaceful coexistence between the 
countries now involved in the 
war, he said. 

Ibe delegation, the first to visit 
Somalia from Iran since the out- 
break of the Mven-year-old Gulf 
war, is led by Mohammad Hussen 
Labesan, airector-seneral of 
Arab and African affairs in the 
I ranian Foreign Ministry. 


Amal releases 30 Palestmians 


BEIRUT (R) — A Shi’ite Mus- 
lim militia fr^d 10 more Palesti- 
nians in South Lcl^on on Sun- 
day in a show of support for 
anti-Israeli pjio^ests in the occu- 
pied territories', security sources 
said. 

Ifrey said Amal mfiitiamea in 
the port of Tyre, who released 20 
Palestmians on Saturday, bad 
a second group capturod in 
file “canqs war’ parked three 
years ago when Amal moved to 
contain gtowiim Palestinian milit- 
aiy power in Lebanon's lefi^ee 


camps. 

Amal said at the time it wanted 
to prevent a repeat of the inva- 
sion of Lebanon in 1982 in whidi 
Israeli forces thrust into the 
Shi’ite heartland to expel Palesti- 
nian commandos. 

At least 2,500 people ha^ 
been Idlled in the cam^ war, in 
which Palestinian filters ac- 
cused Amal of trying to end their 
ability to protect their own 
pewle. 

The prisoners released on Sun- 
day were originally from the 


Rasindiyeb and Al Buss Palesti- 
man refugee camps near Tyre. 

A spokesman for Amal, which 
has vowed to drive Israeli forces 
out of South Lebanon, said the 
release was “a goodvnll gesture 
and a show of solidarity with the 
P^estiman people in the West 
Bank and daza.” 

At least 22 Palestinians hav'e 
been shot dead by Israeli troops 
and 1,000 arrested in unrest 
which broke ont on December 9 
in tte Israeli-occupied teiritoriK. 


Abu Nidal group to withhold news of captives 


BEIRUT (R) — A Palestinian 
gueniila gi^p said on Sunday it 
woidd withhold news of ei^t 
Europeans it seized from a yacht, 
in or^ to keep attention focused 
on Palestinian protests in the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 

Hie statement from the Fatah 
Revolutionary Conncil (FRQ 
was sent to an international news • 
agency in Beirat after a report 
that two of the hostages, sisters 
aged five and six, womd soon be 
rdeased. 

The group, led by Abu Nidal, 
said it would “provide the neces- 


sary clarification, information 
and evidence about the prisoners 
in due course.” 

“In view of the uprising in 
Palestine... the heroic attacks 
againtf the 2^onist army by the 
Lebanese national and Islamic 
fighters and Palestinian factionSf 
we will cast light for the time 
being on the escalation of our 
armed struggle inside Palestine,” 
it said. 

The statement said the FRC 
was withholding news of its 
lives so as not fo divert attention 
from the Israeli-occupied terri- 


tories. 

It was signed by Walid Kbaied, 
who announced on Nov. 8 that 
seaborne Aba Nidal commandos 
bad captured five Belgians, a 
Frenchwoman and the two snail 
girls off the Gaza Strip. 

Hie group said it was still 
interrogating the prisoners* 

The statement was apparently 
in response to a French contact of 
the group who told French radio 
on Saturday that the two girk. 
Marie-Laure Valente, five, and 
Virginie Valente, six, would be 
released. 


Iran admits producing chemical arms 


NICOSIA, Qpnis (AP) — Ira- 
nian Prime Minister Hussein 
Musavi said Sunday that his coon- 
by is producing “sophisticated 
offensive diemit^ weapons” and 
has deployed long-ran^ missiles 
along the front-line with Iraq in 
the 7-year-old Gulf war. 

Iran’s official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA), moni- 
tored in Nicosia, quoted Hussein 
Musavi as saying that Iran wili 
also soon b^gjn manufacturing 
fig^er aircraft. 

Mr. Mnsavi was addressing the 
Majlis, or Iran’s parliament, in 
Tehran when be presenfod the 
bu^t for the new D^an year 
whi^ b^im on March 21. 

EQs admission that Iran is pro- 
dudi^ chemical weapons was the 
first offidal statement indicating 
that- manufacturing has begun. 
Until now, Iranian spkesmen 
have only said Iran had the capa- 
bflity to produce such weapons, 
banned under a 1925 Graeva 
treaty. 

IRNA quoted Mr. Musavi ^ 
saying that Iran will not use thie 
|-outlawed weapons “as long as it is - 
not forced to and will respect 
inteniational conventions.” 

The claims that Iran is produc- 
ing new we^ns came as Iran 
was apparently poised to launch a 
major .-new ground offensive 
against Iraq and United Nations 
moved tow^ imposing an anns 
embargo on Iran for rmiising to 
comply with a July ^ Security 
Coumm cease-fire resolution. 

Western military sources, 
speaking on condition anon^ 
mity, have said in recent mon& 
that Iran and 1^ were enable 
of producine aavanced nerve 
gases as well as missile systems 
that, in theoiy, could be us^ to 
deliver the chemical agents. 


Mr. Musavi did not give any 
details of the 1988-89 bud^t. But 
IRNA quoted him as stressing 
that the war effort will get 
priority. 

'The government is committed 
to allocate its full potential to the 
war effort,” he (Glared. 

Amid growing indications of 
economic problems, mainly due 
to foe war, Western economists 
have stress^ in recent days that 
foe Tehran government was ex- 
pected to produce an austerity 
budget mfo state spending main- 
tained around the level of $30 
billion. 

Iran's income from oil, its eco- 
nomic mainstay, has esti- 
mated at around $6^ billion for 
1^, around the same level' as 
theprevioDs year. 

T&t marks a significant cut 
from eariier years because of 
lower oil prices and a slump in the 
value of the doDar, in wmch oO 
prices are determined. 

Iran earned more than $13 
billion from oil exports in 1^, 
tfie year foe war sterted. • ’ 

- The Iraniansj by bolstering, 
domestic weapons production 
with foe aid of forei^ manufac- 
tuieis, have saved around 
bilh'on in arms purchases over the 
last year, according to Western 
estimates. 

IRNA quoted Mr. Musavi as 
saying that Iran now is producing 
copies of U.S.-designed Tow 
anti-tank missiles, Katyusha 
rockets and remote controlled 
pilotless recoonai^aiioe mrcraft 
and will soon start manufacturing 
fighter planes. 

Mr. Musavi gave no details of 
foe filter plane. But Western 
analysts have said they believe is 
a pFopellor-driven aircraft, prob- 
ably based on the Swiss Pilatns 


PC-7 trainer. Iran has some 40 
PC-7s, which can be converted 
for combat use. 

Mr. Musavi said the project 
was among Iran's “future prog- 
rammes,'' but said the day when 
the new plane would be used on 
combat mission was “not far.” 

Amid the threat of an arms 
embargo, mainly at U.S. and 
Britifo insistence, Iranian leaders 
have been boasting for months 
that their domestic arms industry 
is now suffidently developed to 
produce most of the count's 
military needs, including various 
kinds of missiles. 

Western analysts have acknow- 
ledged that Iran is probably self- 
sufficient in small arms, Inortar 
and ammunition production, and 
is manufacturing some surface-to- 
surface missiles with relatively 
crude guidance systems such as 
foe Soviet-designed I^tyusba. 

But tiiey are sceptic^ about 
claims that Iran is producing teefa- 
nologically sophisticated missiles. 

Mr. Musavi said that the de- 
ployment of'advanced Iranian- 
made- surface-to-surface missiles 
along foe battlefront began last 
week. He did not elaborate. 

Hie analysts estimate that Iran 
bas massed around 300,000 men 
in foe southern sector of the front 
for an expected big pusb asainst 
war-battered Basra, once Iraq's 
second largest city. 

Mr. Musavi declared that Iran, 
increasingly isolated, is striving 
for economic independence and 
diverri^tion of its oil-ba^ 
economy. 

He daimed that non-oil ex- 
ports, such as Persian carpets and 
agricuitoral produce, increased 
by 32 per cent in foe first eight 
months of foe current Iranm 
year. 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS 


JORDAN TELEVlSipN 

^ Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

15J0 Koran 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

tv An art ezlubilion by Samir Masbefa 
at the Spanirii Qiltuial Centre - Jabal 
Amman (until E)w. 31). 

An an exUbitioa entitled 'Tlie 
Architect of Mamhik Jerusalem'' at the 


Jordan Nadooal Galkiy of Fine Arts 
in cooperation with the firitis 
(undUM. 3Q|. 


man. Opeoinehours: 9.00 ajn.-S p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 

Jordan Ardiaeotogjcd Miueamt Has 
an exceUeat coDection of the anii- 
quties of Jordan. Jatml Al CM’a 
(utadel 

a.m.-S.O . , ..... 

hedidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tliesdays. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

ne Anunan lions Chib. Meetii^ 
eveiy first and third Wednesday at toe 


QP£] 

INTERN. 


UEEN ALIA 
[ATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


. el JfiU). Opening hours; 9.00 
a.m.-S.00^g.^ (Fridays ^ offidd 


It A photo exhibition about Pakstan 
at Yarmuk Uuiversity in Irbid. 

it An exhibition of Joidanian-Soviei 
stamps at tbe Ministiy of Communica- 
tions. 

ir An exhibition of photos and docu- 
ments about the Great Arab Revolt al 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

INDIAN nLM WEEK 


it An Indian film week at the Royal 
Cultural Centre daily at 6:00 p.m. 
(Dec. 26 - 31). 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. TeL 661026(7 

American Centre 644371 

Amerkan Centre Ebraiy 641520 

Btilidi Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Insdiute 641993 

Soviet Qdm^ Centre 64^Q 

Spanish Ciltiinl Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Cuire 639^ 

Haya Arts Centre 6&19S 

Hussein Youth Gty 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Lfinary 8435SS 

MUSEUMS 


‘^Chfldren's Heritage and Sdenee 
Mnaeuffl’* Fun and knowledge for aO 
ages, pins a small planetaritim ai the 
luya Alts Centre. Open aD week 9:00 
ajiL - IKX) pjn. and 3J0 p-m. - 6:00 
p.m. Closed on Frkl^. 

FoUore Mnaeuiiu Jeweln and cov 
tunes over 100 years okL ^to mosaics 
6om Madaba and Jerasb (4tfa to ISth 
centuries). The 'Roman Theatre, Ajd- 


eiy second and rourtn Wednesday 
the Ammon Hotel, TJO p.m. 
Phlliiddplna Rotary CU. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Lm, 
IJO p.m. 

Rotmy Clirik Meetings every Tnesday 
at tbe Intercontinental Hotel, 2.00 


AntemoUle Cbb. Jabal Am- 
man. Ei^th Grde. 'Tel. 816534. 
817534. 

CHURCHES 

St Jbsepli ChBfo (Roman CatboBc) 
Jabal Amman, TeL 624390. 

Cburdi ei the AiumcfanNa [Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeb, Te). 
637440. 

De b ^ S^llg Churdi (Roman C^tboUc) 
Jabal Hussdn, Tel. ^1757. 
Tenasanta Chindi (Roman Catbofic), 
Jabal Luweibdeb, mass in Italiaa Ian- 
gnage. meet every Saturday at 5J0 
olaTTel; 622366 


el the AimmifhHiM (Greek 

Orthodox) Abdah, Tel. 623541. 
AngBcan Chnnh (Church <rf the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, TeL 625383, 
cha(daia's lesidenoe teL 6013^. . 

AniMlmi CatboBc ChniTb Ashrafieh, 
Tel. 771331. 

AnDStiBB Oitiiodoi Ounfa Ashra- 
fieb, Tel. 775261. 

St E^ifaniffl Onueb Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh. TeL 771751. ^ 
Amman IntanatioDai Qmrdi (Inter- 
deDomioational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani, Td. 
6*77534. 

EvangeBcd Latbowi Chnch (Onreb 
of the Good ShefAer^ Amman, Ara- 
bic Service; Sunday i p.m. Rev. N. 
Smir 811295. 

Rainbow Ceapngmiga (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Chorch) 
Interdenofflinational-eeumeaial Ei> 
diA Service: Smurday 6:30 p.m. TeL 
S605. Rev. VeB. 

He Churdi of Jesm Clirist of Latter^ 
Day Safaris (bfaniMB) Td. 815817, 


Tins mfofZDadoo is mippSed by Royttl 
Jotdaaian (RJ) 'infoimaiioB (Mnur- 
meor at the Qaeea ASa latemaaoaal 
Aiiport Td. (08) S3200-5, where A 
sbwM always be vetoed. ' 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FUGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


09:15 Aqaba 

09:20 Laniaca 

09-J0 Cdro 

OMO Damascus 

09:30 MuscauDubai 

•MO Sana'a, Jeddah 

09:55 AbuDfaabL'Babram 

10»45 Kuwail 

I6»45 Qiro 

17:35 Not Yo^ Vienna 

17:55 Casablanca, Tunis 

18:45 UMipiwt^ 

2140 Rome (add.' 

23« ‘ ■ 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


10:20 ViennaO^ 

13:45 Bahrain (GF) 

ISM Kuwait 

20:15 

Ol-JO 


FRAYER TIMES 


U47 - Fair 

06i33 (Swise} Duba 

1108 :. Dhnhr 

1401 ‘Asr 

16:42 Mmfatd) 


1806 


09:20 


09:30 TburlulailTTAl 

09-JS 


12:00 


BM 

in.9e 


19:115 

OOJO 



DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FUGHTS 
(Tarminaf 1) 

07:f0 Aqaba ^ 

16:08 Sydney (add.) I RT 

U:M .... Amaerd^NewYorkiRJ^ 

11:31 Paris W 

IIM RoiD6(add.}(M 

11:45 ^i^enna, Chicago, Los Angeles 

12:15 .... Frankfurt. Cemenhagn^ 

19KN Jeddah^-, 

19:35 Kuwah^ 

19:50 Bahr^DoharaJj 

IfcSS BaflhriMl 

22:15 „..7!XaSo 

20:45 Abu Dl^. Dubai 

OTHER FUGHTS (Twmlnal 2) 


06:36 CaBO,Loadoa 

6806 Beinit~ 

10:16 Frankfort 

1008 Cairo 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

/ Sunday rates 

. Local seBdnir rates in 8s 

Bdeian fraiic 96.1A 98..: 

Dutdi gnOder 179 18l3 

FrendiTtw 59.7/ 60-7 

Italian lira 27 J/ 28 

Jqaiieseyen(forl()^..., 262.4/ 268.8 

Swmfisfa crown 55.2/ 56.3 

Swiss&aiic 2S(L2/ 255.1 

U.K. sterling poniid 6(BJ 616.2 

U.S.doIlm:.„ 328.7/ 333.9 

W. German mart 203.9 2073 


WEATHER 

BuBedttSi^ipEedbytbeDepartaeattd 

Meteapkgy. 

It wOt be cold and partly closdy to 
cknidy, with for scattered 

tiioweis. Nort h weste r ly iriods will be- 
come nonheasferfr’ moderate. In 
Aqdia, it wiS be partly doidy, irith 
dances foe semtoed aoweis. Wmds 
win be Dortbeiiy modoate and cafan 
sea. 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman govenoiate 891228 

Amman Defence 198,199 

OvO Defence Irbid .... 271293. 2%131 

GvQ Defence Onweteneh 770733 

GvODdiBiiceDeirAlla 57306 

Ambnliiioe 193.775111 

Ainmsndowntownfirebrigade.... 198 

First aid .T3T. 630341 

BfoodBank 778303 

CM Defence rescue 661111 

Fme headquarters 622090-3 

Poficetesene 192.621111,637777 

Pdkeheadqnaneis 639141 

TrafiBcp^ 89639W1 

Becttk Power Co. 636381/4^624881 
Muaidpal water oonmhnits 771125/8 
Queen ASilnd.AirpoTt (08)53330/60 


HOSPITALS 

HnsseinMedkal Centre 81381302 

Ebdkfa'hfater^.J. Amn... 644281/6 
AldlehMatetiiiW.J.Amn.... 

Jabal Amman huiemity 642362 

MaOias, J. Amman 636140 

Palestiiie,SIUBeisam 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

UmvnsiWHoi^ Sti84S 

AI-MnasoerHim^ 667227/9 

Hie Islamic, Abtfali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli,Abdaii 66416^ 

Italiao,AI-MiihajRea 777101/3 

Al-Baflur.J./k^afieh 775111/26 

^y. ......j. 89161U1S 

OneenAhaHosphal 6QZ24(W0 

Amal Hbsptal 674155 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Ulhraan Mustafa 774024 

Dr.ZainZaddoiiI 63^1 

Or. Ramzi iGMesawi 894788 

Dr. Yebya Abdul Rahfoi 736072 

Hias pharmaqr 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ..787336 

AlAsemapbatmacy : 637055 

Narroiikb pharmacy G36T2 

Al Salam pharma^ 636730 

TAXIS: 

Kayyalitaxi 636730 

Taxma taxi 6446W 

Tamertaxi 666^7 

Ra^idanuxi 842400 

Raqabtaxi 736428 

Sayeltmd - 776131 

IRBID: 

Df. Nidal Haddad 242449 

Sharaa' pharmacy (...) 

Haddad 985550 

Kbalifehpbamia^ 985417 


GENERAL 

Jordan Telerision 773111/19 

Radio Jwdan 774111/19 

hfinisttytrfToiirism 6^11 

Hotel gnmpbintt 6^12 

Price cosqilamts 6611% 

Telephone Infonnaiion 12 

Jordan and Middle E^cafo 10 

OverseascaOs 17 

Rqrafa-service 11 


market prices 


umeffiower price w 
Apple i^nem Kinds) .... 
A(q)le (Frendi) 

Ramwia 

Banana (Mukanunar)!!!'' 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

jRdanVnUey 


bfin./max. 


WwiUO* 

Beans (broad) 

‘Beetroot 


■ — "nrniy- 

CanrN 

Canliflower 

CoemDbets 

Dates(bi^ 


- P 



... 400 / 350 
... 350/300 
... 300/240 
.. ^/140 
... SOO/400 
... 250 / 200 
... 70/ 40 
.. 280 / 240 
... 70/ 40 
... 220/180 
1200/1000 
... 70/ 40 
■■ 160/100 
400/300 


Gtapeforit 

Lemon 

Mandarin 

Bdarrow !!!!!”” 

Onion (grea) 

OdoD (to) 

Oranges (Atw surra)"" 

"" 

Raddisfa 

foanadi 

$°«?toes 

iOTfip 


140/100 
W/100 
200/150 
130/100 
120/ 80 
210/170 
3^/250 
^/200 
mi 160 
IQO.' 70 
180/140 
' 50 

70/ 40 
160/100 
180^140 






Hamarneh to direct 
Crown Prince’s office 

AMMAN (J.T.) —.In its session 
on Saturday, the Council of 
Mmisters deputised the under 
secretary ol the Ministry of In* 
formation, Michael Hainameh, 
to serve as director of His Royal 
Hi^ess Crown Prince Hassan’s 
office. 

Mr. Hamameh's appointment 
will be effective Jan. 1, 1988. 

He succeeds Mr. Shehab Madi. 
who is expected to be nominated 
for a Foreip Ministry post. 

No replacement for Mr. 

Hamameh's post at the Informa- 
tion Ministry D3S been announced 
y^t. Michael Hamamefa 



Jordan, Iraq discuss 
cooperation in transport 


BAGHDAD (Petra) — Minister 
of Tran^xm Ahmad Dakhq^ on 
Sunday discussed with Iraqi offi- 
cials bilateral relatious in the 
transport field. 

Mr. Dakhqan, is currently 
heading a Jordanian delegation to 
the meetings of the Joint Jorda- 
nian-lraqi Land Transport Com- 
mittee, met with Iraqi Minister of 
Heavy Industries Araul Tawwab 
Al Mulla and discussed with him 


storing chemical fertilisers and 
transporting them via Aqaba 
Port. 

Mr. Dakhqan also met with 
Iraqi Oil Minister Issam Abdul 
Rahim for talks on transporting 
Iraqi oil through Aqaba. 

The two meetings were 
attended by Iraqi Mmister of 
Transport and Conununicatioos 
Mohammad Hamzeh Al Zubaidi. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Moumani family condoled by King 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on Sunday 
deputised the governor of Irbid, Mr. Akram Al Naser to convey 
the King's condolences to the Moumani family over the dearii of 
•Haj Hussein Mahmoud Al Moumani. 

Prince Mohammad condoles Ebdid family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Hi^ess Prince Mohammad, the 
personal representative of Maj^ty Ki^ Hussein, on Sunday 
delegated tne director of his office, Mr. Turki Al Khreisha, to 
offer condolences to the Al Hadid family over the death of the 
wife of Sheikh Mutlaq Al Hadid. 

Drug trafficker sentenced 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Military Governor on Sunday approved 
the Military Court's decision to sentence Abdullah Hasan 
Mahmoud to a three-year prison term for trading hashish 


King: Moscow talks enhanced ties 


(CoDtiniied firom page 1) 
position over the Iran-lraq war 
on the basis that the war should 
immediately be put to an end. 
The conflict that has entered its 
eighth year has cost the warring 
si^s great losses, including a 
massive number of victims. This 
conflict still forms a great threat 
to regional and world security. 

The Arab leaders have unani- 
mously decided to coutribute to 
the implementation of Security 
Coun^ Resolution 598 that ex- 
presses the will of the intemation- 
m community that yearns to the 
restoration of peace in the Gulf 
area. We see it as necessary today 
to back the efforts that led to the 
adoption of this decision by tangi- 
ble measures that would fell in 
the direction of its implementa- 
tion in the fastest possible time. 
We are ready on our side to 
support every step that aims to 
end this war. 

Concerning the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, the participants in the 
Amman summit have renewed 
their full support for the idea of 
couvening an international Mid- 
dle East conference with wide 
representation as the only way to 
the establishment of a just p^ce 
in the area. We have agreed to 
reactivate contacts on the highest 
level among the Arabs and the 
international arena with the aim 
of contributing to the convening 
of such a conference as soon as 
possible. I had the honour to 
chair the Amman conference and 
my visit to your countiy, which 
enjoys a good reputation in the 
world, came in continuation of 
this mission among others. 

Q: The Amman summit k’os the 
l^t meeting to group Arab lead- 
ers in the five years after the 
Fez summit conference of 1982. 
Many observers attribute- that to 
inter-Arab conflicts and divi- 
sions. 

A: It is true that unfortunately a 
long period of time separated the 
two conferences. I hope that fu- 
ture conferences will m held reg- 
ularly. I consider these confer- 
ences very important and that 
-their main misrion should be to 
ciystallise a united Arab position 
vis-a-vis pressing issues and the 
removal of side differences in 
order to achieve the goals of this 
nation. 

It is important to note that we 
have achieved a concrete prog- 
ress in this field, as relations 
between Arab states have con- 
siderably improved, especially re- 


lations between Syria and Iraq. 
The talks tiiat took place between 
the leaders of these two Arab 
states in Amm an give us hope for 
the normalisation of Syrian-Iraqi 
relations. Several Arab countries 
have resumed diplomatic rela- 
tions with Egypt after the Am- 
man summit after the tragic 
events had sq)arated Egypt flom 
the Arab World. It was our duty 
to exert all efforts to rectify the 
situation in the interest of the 
unity of Arabs. We believe we 
have established the beguming 
for this process. 

Q: How do you assess the out- 
come of your visit to the Soviet 
Union and your talks with Soviet 
leaders, the status of relations 
between both countries and pros- 
pects of their development? 

A: I am happy with my visit to 
your |reat country and my meet- 
uig with its fliendly leaders who 
received us warmly and made our 
stay here in Moscow comfortable. 
The meeting with Secretary 
General Nfikhail Gorbachev has 
left a mat impression in my 
heart. I found him a hard- 
working leader who is well io- 
foimeaabout the details of inter- 
national politics. Our meeting 
lasted for a Iona time during 
which we discussed in a construc- 
tive spirit all the problems that we 
face today. 

Soviet-Jordanian talks were 
conducted in a candid atmos- 
phere and dealt with 
issues. The talks were usefoi and 
helped enhance mutual confi- 
dence, and this, in my opinion, is 
one of the most important out- 
comes of my visit. It is one of the, 
reasons of our continued satisfec- 
tion to feel your country’s firm 
support for tlie Arab people's just 
stn{^. It gives us pleasure that' 
relations between our countries 
are formed on a solid base of 
complete understanding and 
mutual interests. As for the pros- 
pects of the development of these 
relations, they are unlimited. 

Israelis besiege 
Palestinians 

(Omtinued from page ll 
in three detention camps: Ansar- 
2 in Gaza City, Farah prison near 
Nablus, and a makeshift tent 
camp at Dahariya, near Hebron 
in the southern West Bank. 

Some of the detainees were 
sentenced in summary trials last 
week and others were released, 
said the spokeswoman. 
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Minister of Health Zaid Bainzefa on Sunday lays the foundation stone 
for the new Central Blood Bank bnilding (Petra photo) 


Hamzeh lays stone for 
new blood bank building 


Fayez 

congratulated 
on successful 
operation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Senior 
Jordanian officials and Parlia- 
ment members and Arab diplo- 
mats on Sunday called on Sp^k- 
er of the Lower House of I^lia- 
mentMefAl Fayez to congratu- 
late him on his recovery from the 
recent operation he underwent at 
the Houston Medical Centre. 

^yaf Court Chief Marwau Al 
Qasem, Iraqi Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Ghafel Jasem, Egyptian 
Ambassador to Jordan lhab 
Wahbeh and Cjiairman of the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) Sheil^ Abdul Hamid Al 
Sayeh made separate visits to Mr. 
Fayez's residence. 

Mr. Jasem and Mr. Wahbeh 
conveyed to Mr. Fayez gearings 
fiom the Speaker of the Iraqi 
National Council, Dr. Sa'doun 
Hamadi, and the Speaker of the 
Egyptian Peoples' Councfi, Dr. 
Rifat Al Mabjoub, respectively. 

On Saturday, Kuwaiti Amba- 
ssador to Jordan Ibrahim 
Jasem Al Baho visited Mr. Fayez! 
and congratulated him on thei 
success of his operation. ! 

Anti-smoking 
group meets 
with PSD chief 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delega- 
tion repreKuting the Jordanian 
Anti-Smokiiig Sraety headed by 
Dr. Zubair Malhas on Sunday 
^d a visit to the Public Security 
Department (PSD), where it held 
tallu with I^D Director General 
Lieutenant General Abdul Had! 
Al Majali. 

Talks between the delegation 
and Lt.-Gen. Majali focused on 
supporting the society's activities 
ana enabmg it to perform its 
mission, whira is ba%d on the 
concept that health security is an 
integcm part of the mess^ of the 
police, as well as an important 
aspect of the comprehensive 
security concept which the PSD 
has always advocated. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Health Zaid Hamzeh on Sunday 
laid the foundation stone for a 
new building to house Jordan’s 
Antral B1 o(M Bank and pledged 
that his ministry would continue 
to do its utmost to develop and 
improve health services through- 
out the Kingdom. 

The biuidms. to be set up on 
2.5 dunums within the premises 
of ±e government-run Al Bashir 
Hospital in Ashrafiah, will be 
completed at an estimated cost of 
JD 330,000. 

Dr. Hamzeh underlined the 
need to encourage citizens' 
understanding of the importance 
of blood donations and their role 
in saving the lives of many pa- 
tients in need of blood tran^- 


ZARQA (Petra) — Zarqa Gov- 
ernor Bid Qatameh on Sunday 
inspected the maintenance pro- 
jects carried out on a number of 
streets in the goveinorate and 
visited a site on the Amman- 
Zarqa Highway where work was 
recently completed on regulating 
the railway crossing. 

During his tour. Mr. Qatameh 
also reviewed the situation of car 
arks in the Zarqa area and as 
riefed on the needs of a number 
of citizens regarding public ser- 
vices. 

Mr. Qatameh urged Zarqa 
citizens not to park their cars m 
banned and downtown areas. 


sions. 

The minist er disclosed that the 
Cent^ Blood Bank, to be com- 
pleted next September, would 
also function as a regional train- 
ing centre, serving 11 countries in 
the area during the fint oper- 
ational phase.. 

The new complex will include 
extensive facilities, induces re- 
frigerators for preserving blood, 
automatic madimery for conduct- 
ing blood tests 'and screening 
blood for possible contageous dis- 
eases, in addition to waiting 
rooms and laboratories. 

The Ministry of Health’s pre- 
sent Central Blood Bank is cur- 
rently carrying out ail blood tests 
and covers patients' needs for 
blood. 


Artor Day cdebradons 

On the occasion of the King- 
dom's annual Arbor Day celebra- 
tioD on Jan. 16, a total of 10,(X)0 
trees will be planted in Zarqa 
Govemorate. In addition, the 
govemorate will hold seminars 
and lectures with the aim of 
raising public awareness on how 
to plant, water and take care of 
trees. 

The govemorate’s department 
of agriculture has already begun 
distributing saplings to citizens 
and farmers in order to beautify 
and green the region. 

On this occasion, the Karak 
Govemorate will also plant trees 
on a total area of 7,500 dunums. 


Zarqa governor inspects 
street maintenance projects 


Saudi leader accuses Iran of expansionist plans 


(ContiQiied firom page 1) 
he added. 

Officials said the king held two 
hours of talks on Sunday with the 
heads of state of fellow GCC 
members Bahrain, Kuwait. 
Oman. Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). The talks 
focused on the war and Gulf 
security, they said. 

GCC Secretary General 
Abdullah Bishara told Reuters 
the summit would discuss ways to 
end the war and would stress the 
need to implement July's U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 598 
ordering a ceasefire. 

King Fahd said Sunday: “We 
will appeal to Iran to respond to 
the will of the international com- 
munity. He held out a desire that 
peace would *iead to good rela- 
tions based on the Islamic creed 
of brotherhood and solidarity" 
between Iran and its Arab nei^- 
bours. 

King Fahd voiced anew his 
support for the A^an guerrillas 
fitting the Soviet intervention in 
their o3untiy, which entered its 
ninth year Sunday. He urged 
Soviet leaders to “respond to 
world appeals and withdraw your 
forces so that Afghanistan may 
again be free." 

As the GCC summit entered its 
second d», observers speculated 
that the Gulf leaders could also 
be discussing a new peace initia- 
tive along the lines of Resolution 
598. 

Baghdad has accepted the re- 
solution but Tehran insists that 
Iraq must first be branded the 
r. 

states have been in- 
creasingly sucked into the war on 
the side of Iraq. In his statement, 
King Fahd cited Iranian threats to 
Kuwait, target of several Silk- 
worm, missile attacks against its 
oil installations. 

Riyadh has also accused Iran of 
instigating riots in ±e Holy Gty 
of Mecca last July in which hun- 
dreds of pilgrims, most of them 
Iranian, were killed. 

ITie king opened the summit 
on Saturday with a warning that 
the war could widen unless 
Tehran dropped what he called 
unreasonable conditions for 
peace talks. 

King Fahd told the opening 
session of the summit that Iran's 
conditions for ending the war 
were unreasonable and warned 
that Arab and other powers could 
be dragged into the conflict if it is 
prolonged. 


“Force will not solve the prob- 
lem because every nation will 
have to defend itself and. what 
would be worse, some (Gulf)' 
countries might seek help from 
other powers," the king said. 

Arab diplomatic sources said 
they viewed that as a hint that if 
the war continued and expanded. 
Gulf leaders might be forced to 
seek help from the United States* 
or other powers, although the 
king made no specific reference 
to such a plan. 

The sources also said they 
viewed King Fahd's statement as 
a call for the Gulf powers to get 
tough with Iran if the Tehran 
leaders continue to reject Iraq's 
peace overtures and peisist m 
attacking commercial shipping. 

Diplomats said the king also 
was justifying Kuwait's accord 
with the United States to protect 
U.S.-registered Kuwaiti tankers 
against attacks by Iran. 

Attendinj the four-day summit 
are King Fahd, Sultan Qaboos 
Ibn Sai'd of Oman, and Sheikh 
Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah of 
Kuwait, Sheikh Zayed Ibn Sultan 
Al Nahayan of the United Arab 
Emirates, Sheikh Isa Ibn Salman 
Al Khalifa of Bahrain and Sheikh 
Khalife Ibn Hamad Al Thani of 
Qatar. 

King Fahd told the summit the 
Iran-lraq conflict will end one 
day. “But why wait till the war 
annihilates everything?... It 
would make better sense to end it 
without delay, rather than wait 
for it to en^lf all in its flames." 

Syrian horeign Minister 


(Contmiied from 1) 
have been arrested since the pro- 
tests began on Dec. 9. 

The deaths prompted the State 
Department to ur^e Israel on 
Wedne^ay to maintain order 
‘^without the use of lethal force." 

Peres said on CBS Television 
that despite the violence, “there 
is more readiness on the Israeli 
ride to go ahead with a peace 
settlement. 

“Obviously today, it's clearer 
more than ever before that only a 
politick, peaceful, diplomatic 
settlement can provide the neces- 
sary answers to the Arabs and die 
Israelis as well,'' he continued. 

'The problem really for the 
time being is not what will be the 
permanent settlement but wbat 
will be ffie ^ step.” 

He reiterated that the first step 


Farouk Al Sharaa arrived unex- 
pectedly Saturday and briefed 
King Fahd. on his recent talks 
with Iranian leaders in Tehran. 
The meeting took place after the 
inaugural session, and Mr. Shar- 
aa later returned to Damascus. 

Syria backs Iran in the war. 

llie Golf states have been 
pressing Syria to mediate with 
.Iran for an end to the war. 

Conference sources told AP 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia were 
trying to talk their allies into 
seeking an international arms 
embargo against Iran if it failed to 
accept the U.N. ceasefire. They 
said the UAE and Oman were in 
fiivour of further dialogue with 
Iran, with Sheikh Zayed calling 
for a three Arab heads of state to 
visit Tehran and Bagdad as 
mediators after the current 
sununit. 

Sheikh Zayed has also* come 
out in favour of guaranteeing war 
reparations by Iraq for Iran if a 
neutral panel decifed on die 
issue. 

The UAE presideot has also 
referred to the need for a U.N. 
naval force to protect Gulf ship- 
ping if the war continued. 

In several interviews on the eve 
of the summit, he was quoted as 
saying the situation where naval 
task forces protected only their 
national flag vessels was “no lon- 
ger logical,'" adding “how can we 
imagine that 10 tankers get pro- 
tection while 5,000 others are 
menaced. This is not acceptable." 


toward negotiations should be to 
convene an intemational confer- 
ence, and a solution to the prob- 
lem of a faomeiaad for Pmesti- 
nians must be linked to peace 
with Jordan. 

“...Peace negotiations with 
Jordan means not only peace on 
Israel's eastern borfer but also to 
find the solution to the Palesti- 
nian problem," he said. 

He reaffirmed Is^*s opposi- 
tion to direct PLO participation 
in peace talks but said a Jorda- 
nian delegation could include 
“Palestinian representation, no 
doubt among them those who are 
readiim in the (occupied) terri- 
tories because their fate and fu- 
ture will be decided there." 

Rabin said: *Tbe PLO is not 
going to be a partner from IsraePs 
point of view." 



Peres and Rabin urge peace parley 


Jordan to export 200,000 
tonnes of potash to China 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab Potash Company 
(APC) win export 200,000 tonnes of potash to China 
during the first ^ months of 1988, accordii^ to an' 
agreement reached between fiie two parties recently. 

Under the accord, signed be- of the APC marketing delegation 
tween APC and Chinlcom, a to China, who Tetutnira hoi^ on 
Chin^ company for fertilisers, Saturday following the signing of 
^ coorignment of potash is to tiie agr^meot. 
be sold at a price 15 per cent' 

hi gher than ffiat paid for the Dr. Sbaraiy^ did not disclose 
Jordanian mineral miring the last* the agreement's financial terms, 
six months of 1987. but the Increase in the miner- 

This was disclosed on Sunday al's price for next year comes in 
by Khaled Al Sbaraiyah, member harmony witii the expected inter- 


national ma^et prices for potash 
in 1983. - 

Dr. Sbaraiyah said that APC . 
exports of potash to Qiina this 
year amounted to 300,000 tonnes, 
making China the second largest 
importer of the country’s potash 
after India. 

He said that the Chinese gov- 
ernment was keen on devek^mg 
the existing cooperation ties with 
Jordw as reflected in its importa- 
tion of Jordanian potash, which 
^ina uses to develop its agri- 
cultural sector. 


Second exhibit 
of Jordanian 
products opens 
in Muscat 

MUSCAT (Petra) — The second 
exhibition of Joraaoian industrial 
products opened here on Sunday 
with more than 60 Jt^anian 
companies displaying a wide 
range of {noducts including pfaar- 
maceuticsds, piastic goods, deter- 
gents, electrical appliances, clo- 
thing. leather gc^, paper, food- 
stu& and tramtion^ nandicrafts. 

The two-week exhibition is 
organised by the Jordan Trade 
Centres Corporation and the 
General Federation of the Jord^ 
nian Chambers of Industry, in 
cooperation with the Omani 
Ministry of Trade and SupfTiy. 

Hussein Al Shara’a, cfire^r of 
the exhib^on, told tiie Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that the 
display at introducing and 
marketing Jordanian products in 
Arab countries and at allowing 
Arab and foreip consumers to 
ggin first-hand i^nnation on the 
quality and standard of Jordan's 
national industries. 

Mr. Shm'a said the previous 
exhibition Jordanian products, 
held in Oman last February,. 
was very successful. 


Agricultural exports 
increase in November 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan's ex- 
ports of fruit and vegetables have 
ucreased by 1,673 tonnes dnriim 
the montii of November 1987, 
whfle its imports have decreased 
by 1,708 tonnes. Ministry of Agri- 
culture sources said on Sunday. 

The sources said that the minis- 
try has eroorted 22,735 tonnes of 
finit ana vegetables this 
November, compared with 
21,062 tonnes in November 1986. 

The sources added that the 
minis try's imports of these com- 
modities during the reporting 
month was 5,734 tonnes in 
November 1987, against 7,442 
tonnes in the same month last 
year. 


In its monthly bulletin, the 
ministry said that it imported 
1.501 tonnes of fruit firom the 
occu{}ied West Bank and 748.3 
tonnes from die Gaza Strip. 

Meanwhile, the Agricultural 
Marketing Corporation has 
allowed the exportation of all 
kinds of fruit and vegetables, 
while it has banned importation 
of ffiese agricultural products. 
However, the corporation's plan 
allows for tiie importation of sage 
and dates. 

It also permits the importation 
of onions and garlic the Jordan 
Agricultural Marketm and Pro- 
cessing Company (JAMPCO). 


Cabinet endorses £5m 
British loan agreement 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet bers of the Jordanian side to. 
on Sunday endorsed a £5 milli on attend next month's joint meet- 
loan agreement from the British ings of the Jordanian-Turkish 
government to finance a number Cmnznittee for Bilateral Transit 
of projects included in the King- and Transport. The Jordanian 
dom’s national development side will be chaired by the dfrec- 
sdbeme for the period 198^1990. tor of the Ministry of Transport's 

^ j department of road transporta- 

The Cabinet also named mem- tjoQ, . 


Pan-Arab symposium aims to formulate new 
me thodology for writing Arab history 


BAGHDAD (Petra) — * Iraqi 
Minister of Culture and Informa- 
tioa Latif Nsayyef Jasem on Sun- 
day inaugurate a pan-Arab sym- 
posium on writing Arab history. 

The three-day symposium, 
organised by a special coramittee 
on tiie subject under the theme 
“Towards an Arab School for 
Understanding and Writing Arab 
History," aims to draw up prop- 
osals for a new methodolo^ for 
writing history. 

Tal^g part in the svmporium 
are a Dumber of Arab historians, 


indudmg tiie following Jordaman 
historians: President of Mu'ta 
Univeisity Ali Mahafra, Dean ot 
Scientific Researdi at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan Dr. Adoan Al 
Bakhit, Dr. Mohammad Hatam- 
lefa, Dr. Lutfi Yehya, Dr. Sa'ad 
Abu Dayyeh and Mr. Sulaiman 
Al Moura. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agen^, Petra, Dr. Mahaf- 
za said the s^n|X)sium is the first 
serious attempt to look into the 
methodology of historical re- 
search and the scientific study of 


tiie Arab history. 

The ^posium will shed light 
on the Arab school for historical 
writing, in addition to other 
aspects of Arab heritage, Dr.' 
Mahafra added. 

He pointed out that the sympo- 
sium will help identify the basic 
factors affecting the Arab intel- 
lectual matdi and enriching his- 
torical awareness, as well as ex- 
plore the views of orientalists 
who sp^d misconceptions in 
their writings on Arab history. 



Norwegian 

minister 

be^s 

visit 


• AiiciNurwi 


giao minister or energy arrrvi 
here on Sunday at the b^nni 
of a week-loDE official visit 
Jordan. During nis visit the min 
ter ^ discuss with Jordani 
officials means of sfren'gthenii 
and enhancing bflaterrd relatio 
and will visit a number 
archaeological, historical ai 
touristic sites in the Kmgdoi 
Upon arrival at Queen .Aha Ai 
port, the minister was received I 
Minister of Energy and Miner 
Resources Hisham Khatib ai 
Under Secretary Ibrahim Badn 
and the honorary consol of No 
in Amman . 
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Paying in blood for the delay 

ALTHOUGH it was hailed by the U.S. as a welcome action 
which ''clearly puts the council on record as determined to 
bring the cooflict to an end as soon as possibie," the CJuisImas 
Eve statement issued by the United Nations Security Council on 
the Iran-lraq war leaves much to be desired in the way of 
action by the worid community to end the war. The statement 
issued by the president of the council on behalf of its members 
merriy reiterat^ the council’s continued commitment to 
Resolution 598 and its indivisibility and contained an express- 
ion of intent to apply sanctions against any party which does 
not accept and abide by the res^ution. 

After more than five months of waiting for Iran to pronounce 
its clear and unequivocal stand on the Security Council 
resolution, the world has every right to expect something more 
fortiirigfat and ^ective from the Security Council than a mere 
declaration of intent to apply sanctions at an as yet undeter- 
mined future date. Much death and destruction has occurred 
since July 20, when Resolution 598 was unanimously adopted. 
Further delay and inaction would necessarily mean additional 
bloodshed and devastation which neither side to the Gulf 
Conflict can afford. 

But while one would welcome the reassurances contained in 
the Security Council’s recent statement that the features of 
Resolution 598 are integral and indivisible, there is still cause 
for concern that such affirmations detached from the call for an 
orderly implementation of the ceasefire resolution would 
encourage lima to insist on its lopsided approach to resolutions. 

In all, the signal to li^ as expressed in this Christmas Eve 
statement appears to be merely a message, and not a strong one 
at that, Chat the worid has waiting for £rom the main 
decision-making organ of the U.N. Unless it is foUowed with 
concrete action by the U.N., it wiU remain ink on paper like so. 
many other resolutions aimed at stopping armed conflict 
around the world. If the underlying reason behind the Security 
Council’s approach to the Gulf war is to give diplomacy and 
political manoeuvrii^ another grace period, it must be kept in 
mind that the worid can ill afford such a luxury. While the 
international community waits for miracles to occur in the Gulf 
and for political efforts to bear fruit, the peoples of the warring 
countries are paying for this delay in blood and suffering. 
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A] Ra'i: A"call on Arabs 

MILITARY judicial authorities in the occupied Arab territories have 
begun issuing sentences against the detained Arab civilians in a move 
considered as another stage in Israel's terrorist campaign against the 
Arab population. The move comes in the wake of more than two 
weeks of anti-Israeli demonstrations which brought about the mass 
arrests of thousands of Arabs in different Arab towns and villages 
under Israeli rule. The Israelis had threatened that they will put the 
Arab detainees on trial during the bloody events in which the Israeli- 
trc^s killed and wounded tens of civilfans seeking their freedom. 

The events focused the world's eyes on Israel's occupation of Arab 
territories and reaffirmed the belief among many nations that despite 
the militaiy' power and terrorism the Israeli leaders have failed to put 
down the Arab resistance and stifle the spirit of struggle for fteedom. 
At the same time the world witnessed the determination of the 
Palestinian people to liberate their homeland from the invaders and 
that the struggle of the Palestinian people will continue unabated 
until freedom is won. But it should he said that the events in the 
occupied lands call out on the Arab countries to take appropriate 
measures for supporting their brothers in the occupied land by all 
available means so that 'they can safeguard their identity and protect 
their land and righLs. 

AlDustour: U.N.’s responsibility 

DESPITE worldwide condemnation of its actions in the occupied 
territories and the recent U.N. Security Council resolution deploring 
terrorist activity against the Arab civilians. Israel is pursuing its 
campaign to stem Arab resistance. This campaign includes mass 
arrests, curfews on towns and villages and trial before military courts. 

It looks as though Israel which has been in the custom of scoffing at 
United Nations resolutions and disregarding the will of the interna- 
tional community will continue to follow its iron-fist policy in dealing 
with the Arab citizens and in stemming all forms of resistance against 
occupation. 

Israel seems to be quite assured that no sanctions would be 
imposed on it for its atrocities and so it is going ahead with terrorist 
plans directed against the Arab population. Israel is well protected 
against condemnation and .sanctions by the U.S., which provides 
continued military and material assistance to the Jewisti state. 
Despite U.N. Security Council Resolution 605, which clearly 
deplores Israel's actions, (he Israelis are trying Arab detainees before 
military courts and showing disdain for all U.N. resolutions. We 
believe that the Security Council should not suffice itself by issuing 
statements and resolutions condemning Israel's practices, but it 
should take other appropriate measures to end repression against the 
Arab citizens and stop all attempts at deporting them from their 
homeland. 

Sawt AI Shaab: Solidarity with the struggle 

AS the Arab people of the occupied Palestinian land escalate their 
struggle for freedom the Israelis step up their campaigns for 
eliminating all forms of resistance. Despite U.N. Secuniy Council 
Resolution 605, the occupied territories are witnessing more arrests, 
more trials and more repression comnu'fted by rhe Israeli authorities 
against the Arab population. Jordan, which has warned against 
continued Israeli arbitrary' measures and inhuman treatment of the 
Arab people under occupation, has made it clear that it would abort 
Israel’s attempts to deport Arab citizens to the East Bank to 
blackmail the Arabs into stopping their resistano: actions. At (he 
same time. Jordan announced that it would c.xtend financial help to { 
the families of martyrs who fell as a resuit of the P-raei' pracrices. [; 


ByWaleedSadi 


AS THE year 1987 comes to a close, the new year can very well 
usher in spectacular developments on the Palestinian 
especially in the wake of the sustained and spontaneous uprising in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip in the past three weeks. There are 
indeed repeated ^igns that the Palestim^ problem is finally coming 
to a head. The mounting death and injury toll in the occupied Arab 
territories ensuing from the recent Palesaniaa resurrection may end 
up being the very watershed that could advance the resolution of 
the Palestinian case more than all the political efforts exerted thus 
far put together. Not only there is now more iotemational attention 


than ever and concern focused on the troubled occupied territories, 
but also the peoples most directly affected by the 20 wais of 
occupation, i.e. the Arab Palestinians and the Israelis, feel now 


occupie 
by the 


;ais of 


more than ever the urgency of the need to find an equitable and 
durable solution to the dilemma posed by such an occupation. 
There is now an Arab and Israeli awakening to the reality that now 
is the time to ciystalise new. bold initiatives to shake the dormant if 
not fossilate peace process in the Middle East. 

And with brael and its self-centered diagnosis of the recent 
events in the occupied territories becoming more and more isolated 
internationally and almdoned by even the United States, the 
international and regional scenes are now set for imaginative new 
approaches to the clinic Palestinian problem. No matter how the 
United States, the staunchest ally of Israel, has voted on the 
Christmas eve United Nations Security Counefi resolution pertain- 
ing to the events in the West Bank and Gaza, the fact remains that 
V^bingtoo has subscribed in the clearest possible terms to the 
proposition that the Israeli occupation is the principal cause of the 
^cle of violence in the occupied territories. That was the punch line 
in the United States' position which no-one in his right mmd should 
attempt to undermine or underestimate. The Arab side would be 
well advised to view with encouragement this transformation in the 
United States thinking with regard to Israeli occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza antf the subjugation and oppression of the 
Palestinian people. This metamoipbosis in the United States' 
perspective would explain the Israeli government's swift and sharp 


astonishment and bewilderment at this latest United States evolu- 
tion in the interpretation of the main causes of the cycle of violence 
in the Arab occupied territories. Needless to add, the vote of 
abstention Aat was cast by the United States on the Christmas eve 
resolution is not too relevant per se. What is relevant and what 
matters most are the substantive points and positions enunciated by 
the United States government in the course of the debate on the 
uprising in the West Bank and Gaza and behind-the-scene 
negotiations that were conducted concurrently with the o^ 
debate. That does not mean that the Reagan administration oas 
turned abruptly and overnight into an Arab supporter in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, ^tber, it is a si^al that Washington is now 
joining forces with the rest of major capitals of the world in 
serving a notice on Israel that its ^year-old occupation must have 
an expeditious end. \Tewed from t^ perspective, Israel now 
stands alone in its untenable position that its occupation of Arab 
territories is an open-ended phenomenon. 

Equally untenable is the Israeli construction of events and 
circumstances that lead to the uprising in the West Bank and Gaza. 
In particular, the Israeli counsel to the Palestinian people under 
occupation that they ^ould resort to peaceful means to resolve 
their conflict with the Israeh occupation, has become also dubious 
to say the least and a suspect of being a delaying tactic nothing more 
and nothing less. Needless to comment, such a counsel of restraint 
is not borne out by ancient and contemporary history. 

There is no historical case in point which would lend support to 
the proposition that people under occupation have earned their 
liberation and freedom by sitting on their hands. Even the Indian 
non-violent stni^e for independence had ended up in violence. It 
would indeed be just beautifril if the Palestim'an case can end up 
being a precedent case substantiating the thesis that conflicts 
between peoples can be resolved by peaceful and rational means. 
However the record of Israeli occupation does not lend support to 
this optimistic prognosis. Much blood had been spilled and untold 
suffermg and anguish ensued already. Yet tbe Arab side is still 
open mmded about peaceful means to resolve their conflict with 


Israel. In this context', the new year will have to ^wer the endemic 


bearing fruit in the course of the new year and beyond. And as 20 
years had elapsed since the adoption of Resolution 242, the primaty 
basis of any such peace conference, it would be in order to think in 
terms of according it a “booster” followup United Nations Security 
Council resolution as envisaged for the now f^ous Security 
Coundl Resolution 598 on the Gulf war. Moreover, since much 
water had crossed under the bridge since 1967, it would be also 
prudent and rational to think of the unthinkable and contempjlate 
the possibility of “revamping” tbe said resolution to take into 
consideration relevant developments which had occuned since 
1967. What could be contemplated in particular is the possib^ty of 
incorporating a new procedure which will en>dsage some kina of 
“division of labour” m which the consequences of the 1967 war 
would be dealt witii independently of the "Palestinian case” as 
such. In this context, one could envisage the reactivation of the 
Arab-Israeli mixed armistice commissions of 1949 with a view to 
have them deal specifically with the direct consequences of the 1967 
‘Arab-Israeli war. It is the Palestinian case per se that requires a 
conference of an iotemational character which could be convened 
concurrently with the reactivation of the Arab-Israeli armistice 
Commissions. And to allay any foreboding on any part, the 
ratification of the results of any such separate procedure could be 
made contingent on the approval of the outcome of the follow-up 
endeavour. Of course no such new initiative can work without 
affecting before hand a clear and deep agreement between tbe 
Arab partie specifically concerned with all these exercises in order 
to realise full cooperation and coordination between them and 
eliminate any remnants of competition and rivalry about tbe 
respective roles and functions. 

This is obviously a big order but the stakes are high enou^ to 
necessitate statesmanship of tbe highest order and bold and 
imaginative new thinking on the part of all the players in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, including £g^- 


More than ‘unrest’ in Gaza, and no solution in sight 


By Hirsefa Goodman 

VETERAN correspondents who 
covered events in the Gaza Strip 
this past week say they have 
never seen anything like it — the 
anger and hatred, the sheer feroc- 
ity of tbe thousands of youngsters 
hurling rocks and homemade fire- 
bombs at their Israeli occupiers, 
undaunted by either the gas 
canisters or the gunfire that 
greeted them. Young Palesti- 
nians, wearing red-and-white 
checked kaffiyebs not to hide 
their faces but as a badge of 
honour, charged tbe Israeli 
troops as if looking to become 
maityTS, their defiance taking the 
Israelis, used to supplication, iby 
surprise. • 

Columnists were quick' fo in- 
terpret events as the dawning of a 
new age in Israel's relations with 
the 1.2 million Palestinians in tbe 
areas it has occupied since 1967. 
This was more than civil unrest, 
they claimed; it was the beginning 
of a civil rebellion. 

They may be right. Tbe 
youngsters in Gaza and several 
cities on the West Bank where 
riots erupted this month have not 
received terrorist training, nor 
are they members of a terrorist 
organization. They are members 
of that Palestiman generation 
that grew up knowing nothing but 
occupation. Violence, hatred, 
fear and suspicion, action and 
counteraction have become integ- 
ral parts of their day-to-day life. 

For 20 years the current gen- 
erations of Palestinians manning 
tbe road-blocks and turning uni- 
versities and high schools into 
battlefields have watched mth 
growing frustration as 60,000 
Israelis settled the West Bank and 
Gaza, with little reaction from 
their own leadership, the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organization, or 
their Arab brethren to stop the 
process. 

Nine Arab, nations have re- 
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□ewed their diplomatic ties with 
Egypt in recent months without 
any concessions demanded on the 
Palestinian issue. The PLO re- 
mains at odds not only with the 
Arab World but with itself, tang- 
led as ever in internecine strife 
and diplomatic intrigue. 

No wonder the frustration in 
Jenin, Tulkarm, East Jerusalem 
and Gaza. And no wonder that in 
this eovirooment the slightest' 
spark becomes a flashpoint for 
rattles between young Palesti- 
nians with nothing to lose and the 
Israeli army, which is having an 
increasingly difficult time de^g 
with the new phenomenon. Each 
casualty creates a new martyr and 
yet another reason for a snowball 
of violence. 

It has become increasingly 


clear to Israeli policy makers, 
even on the right, that the situa- 
tion bas all the essentials of a 
dangerous dynamic. Notwith- 
standing the government’s reas- 
surances that this latest outbreak 
is but a passing phase, ministers 
will privately teU you that, they 
are worried and depressed. 
Worse, they have no new ideas 
about how to alter things. 

Labour Party ministers be- 
moan the death of the interna- 
tional conference, blaming the 
obduracy of the conservative 
Likud Bloc for the foilure; those 
in Likud are frustrated by the 
demographic and political reali- 
ties that are slowly cracking the 
dream of the perfect Eretz Yis- 
rael. or bibli^ land of Israel, 
which would include all of Judea, 


LETTERS 

If there is a will there is a way 


To the Editor: 

THE highly developed technology that our world is witnessing at 
the present time does not reduce the general level of employment; 
it simply shifts employment from one specialisation to another or 
from one industry to another. In the absence of an objective 
statistical study regarding the shift in employment, in the absence 
of a sincere effort to raise tbe skill levels of our tedmicians, and in 
the absence of an efficient method or programme for 
conversion of our country into a country of specialists, we will 
continue to labour under the affliction of unemployment. 

Our labour market is unable to absoit the increasing number of 
our customary university and college graduates seeking employ- 
ment every year. Some professions have, in fact, lost their utility 
as a result of the tremendous increase in supply, and the 
tremendous decrease in demand. 

Modern methods and procedures in the selection and recruit- 
ment of employees are based on the ability of tbe prospect to the 
do the job. Thus, degrees and diplomas play second fiddle to 
ability, emotional maturity, dependability, self-confidence, atti- 
tude, ph^'sical attributes, appearance, and, last but not least, 
specialisation. 


of uncertainties. There are risks in whatever we do and in 
wherever we go. The important thing is to leam how to turn our 
risks into securities. There are five methods of handling risk. Risk 
may be avoided, retained, transferred, shared, or reduced 

Advanced in years and with a frail and ailing constitution. Dr. 
Thomas A. Lambie supervised the construction of the first 
Tuberculosis Sanatorium in Jordan. Tbe thing that makes bis 
project unique is that tbe costs of construction ./ere met entirely 
by benevolent donors. Actuated by a deep love for God and an 
immense interest in humanity, he lived to see his dream come 
true. 

The world shortage of medical doctors is estimated at a quarter 
of a million. Huge areas in Asia, AMca, Central and South 
i^erica have never been visited by medical doctors. The people 
living in those areas depend entirely on witch doctors for their 
physical and spiritual needs. The Almighty G<^ and His Prophets 
have condemned the witch doctors and have considered them the 
sole agents of the devil on earth. We who have been guided and 
directed to the right way, and who have experienced God’s love, 


mercy, and care are answerable for the fate of those wretched 
pe^le on the Day of Judgment. 

Those of our graduates who for one reason or another are. 


line. In management, the general all round accountant is giving 
way to the management accountant, the public accountant, the 
financial accountant, the risk-management accountant, and the 
cost accountant. Rapid progress is guaranteed with spedali^tion 
of labour. 

Our graduates lack adventure. Adventure applies chiefly to 
bold and daring experience in the meeting of dangers. Life is full 


unemployed should force their way through this world. They' 
should row the reeds of knowledge where ignorance exists; he^th 
where insalubrity subsists; and life where death abounds. The 
Jordanian flag should fly high over the four corners of the earth 
importing to Third Worid countries hope and life to millions of 
depressed people far away countries. 

Geoi^ N. Saig 
P.O. Box: 996 
Amman 


Samaria and Gaza. 

The case of Gaza explaus why: 
Wedged between Israel and the 
Mediterranean, it is undoubtedly 
one of the most unattractive 
places on Earth. With an area of 
only 130 square miles (340 square 
kilometres^ it is also one of the 
most densely populated. More 
than two-thirds of its people live 
in refugee camps created after the 
1948 Palestinian exodus from 
Palestine. For 19 v'ears. until con- 
quered by Israel in 1967, it was 
left to fester by the Egyptians, 
and to this day its schools, relief 
organisations and hospitals are 
run by international agencies. 

According to demographers 
who recently submitted a study to 
the Israeli Ministry of Defence, 
by the year 2000 Gaza will have a 
population of almost 1 million 


with tbe mean age of 14, a longer 
life expectancy and a lower infant 
mort^ty rate. According to their 
calculations, by then tbe number 
of refugees will have grown to 
800,000. If tbe current rate of 
refugee rehabilitation is main- 
tained, they will remain living in 
refuse camps for the next ^ 
years, be faced with a shortage of 
drinking water and with smaller 
land parcels, making agricultural 
expansion, their only source of 
income, impossible. Some will 
find work in Israel, but most will 
remain dapendenron iniemation- 
al chanty. 

Likud faces a no-win situation. 
Even if it succeeds in moving in 
the 20.00Q settiers it plans.tp hav^ 
iin Ga:m.(aalncteaseof nforej^ 

IS times the current number) by 
the year 2000, Jews will still be 
less than 2 per cent of tbe total 
population. With each p^ng 
year that percentage will dimin- 
ish, forcing even me staunchest 
nationalists to have deep second 
thoughts about the situation. 

Frustration is not only to be 
found on the Arab side of the 
Green Line. What makes the 
situation even more depressing 
for the many Israelis who would 
like to see a political settlement 
for the growing nightmare of 
occupation is that Aey, too, can 
see DO solution — only a political 
vacuum inflamed by tbe type of 


violence witnessed this past 
week, which ultimately can serve 
only to create more fonatidsm on 
both sides. 

While rocks have replaced dia- 
logue, the demography on the 
Jewish side is changing, too. Poh- 
ticaJ trends, perhaps not unre- 
lated to the violence we live with, 
are becoming more nationalistic, 
the population more religious; 55 
per cent of Israel's people come 
from a Sephardic, or southern 
European background, tradi- 
tionally staunch supporters of 
likud. Moreover, musigration 
trends are bolstering the Israeli 
right. Of the immigrants who 
came to Israel from tbe United 
. States last year,.for exaii^e,-.78< 
‘JaCcent were-Onhodoxjnd 
per cent settled on the West 
Bank. 

So while the world reacts to last 
week's events and the columnists 
ponder whether Israel faces civil 
rebellion or not, tbe reality of tbe 
matter is that things will prob^y 
get a lot worse before they g^ 
better. Unless, of course, tiie 
unlikely happens and some leader 
has tbe foresight to lead Israel 
back to peace in tbe promised 
land. 

The writer is defence correigxu}- 
dent for the Jerusalem Bast. He 
contributed this comment to tbe 
Los Angeles Times. 
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Seeding clouds — a successful 
experience in Jordan’s water quest 

By Rania Atalia 


AMMAN — To many, water 
resource development may mean 
building dams and reservoirs or 
" storing and redistributing avail- 
able water, but it means much 
- more to those involved in weath- 
er modification. 

: : >•);/ Weather modification , or cloud 
seeding, is the intentional treat- 
/ ment of individual cloud or storm 
J ' systems to increase the amount of 
precipitation and rainfall that can 
- fc for various purposes, 
most notably agriculture. 

• In an attempt to increase the 
: amount of rainfall in the country 
during the rainy seasons, a weatb- 
er m^fication programme was 
started in Jordan in November 
• 1986. The programme, the first of 
^ • its kind in the country, was car- 
' ■' ried out by the Department of 
Meteorology with the help and 
guidance of an American-based 

■ firm, Weather Modification Inc. 

■ (WMn. 

Contrary to what some may 
; • .' thin cloud seeding does not 
; ■ involve the creation of clouds. 

' ' : Rather, it is an enhancement of 
the natural process through which 
"■"^rain (or snow') falls to the ground. 

t “We are not creating clouds to 
produce rain. Cloud seeding 
simply takes advantage of the 
amount of liquid water in the 
cloud to turn it into predpita- 
;; tioD,'' says John Girtmis, chief 
■^meteorologist from WMI who, 
along with a radar technidan and 
; ;-an e^rienced pilot, is in Jord^ 

; specifically for ^e weather mod- 
' - * mcaiion pro^amme. 

Ooud seeding is simply a pro- 
'= cess of introducmg predpitation- 
-- forming particles to the right 
•kinds of douds. ITiese “seed- 
• able" clouds are usually close to 
raining on their own but because 
- ■ they lack the right type of parti- 
‘cles, the moisture contained in 
-them is not processed as fast or as 
.jefBciently as it is when silver 
"--iodide particles are introduced. 







A burner used for spraying silver iodide attached to the aircraft's wing (photo by Rania Atalia) 




















An electronic assembly crnitaining Agl-filled car- 
tridges attached below the aircraft's fuselage to 


disperse chemicals into clouds (Department of 
Meteorology photo) 


The principle behind the cloud ter droplets above the freezing sion of the artificial ice particles 

seeding process is that in the level that have a certain surface (silver iodide) is less than that of 

"seedable" clouds there are wa- tension. Because the surface ten- the cloud droplets, the introduc- 


:^^S.Congress declares jazz a/national treasumV/„ 

By Hdeo Rouce Sxaies and to give it institutional America jazz host Willis Con- how many variations there were 

ugf, status commensurate with its over. on it. I began to realize that my 

value and importance. Its suppor- Conover, who recently re- enjoyment bad in some ways It- 
Washington — The U.S. ters hope inis will lead to the turned from his 19th visit to the mited my technical mastery of the 

Congress has officially designated establishment of a national centre Polish International Jazz Jam- music. 


. • WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
■Congress has officially designated 
.. ~-jazzimisicas“arareandvduable 
'.national American treasure." 

! Jazz “has achieved preemi- 
.'nence around the world as an 
' indigenous American music and 
. '.'art form and a product of the 
African-American experience," 
explains Congressman John Con- 
.. yers, the leac^g proponent of the 
.. resolution recently passed by the 
.. Senate and House of Representa- 
tives. 

j And it is “the foundation of all 

American music," be said in a 

statement released December 10 

at a news conference announcing 
g die measure's passage. 

^ r. » “The contemporary sounds of 

^ Jtoday have evolved from ragtime, 
* iswing, and bebop.” he said. “To- 
jday's electronic music duplicates 
|tbe basis and builds on the 
/ laeativity of such masters as 
^Ellington, Goodman, fiasie. Par- 
kier, and Coltrane. These were 
|the pioneers that created joy and 
onununicated good will like no 
ther delegation of ambassadors 
1 history.” 

j The resolution's intent is to 
fffidally recognize Jazz as a 
art from in the United 


States and to give it institutional 
status commensurate with its 
value and importance. Its suppor- 
ters hope this will lead to the 
establishment of a national centre 
for the study of jazz, greater 
documentation and archival sup- 
port for the art form, and recog- 
nition and understanding among 
the youth of America that jazz is 
a sig^cant part of their cultural 
and intellectual heritage. 

Conyers noted that the resolu- 
tion was a bipartisan effort, sup- 
ported by more than 150 U.S. 
representatives and more than 60 
senators. The Senate passed the 
resolution December 4, following 
earlier passage of the measure by 
the House. 

The resolution was the result of 
a nationwide campaign by non- 
profit organisations, musicians' 
unions, elected offidals, jazz 
artists, radio personalities and 
jazz enthusiasts. 

Many of these supporters 
joined Conyers and his congres- 
sional co-sponsor Frank Horton at 
the news conference. They in- 
cluded Congressional Black 
Caucus members Harold Ford 
and Kweisi Mfume, Washington 
Mayor Marion Barry, musician's 
union official John Glaseil. bas- 
sist Keeter Betts, jazz, singer 
Phyllis Hyman, and Voice of 


America jazz host Willis Con- 
over. 

Conover, who recently re- 
turned from his 19th visit to the 
Polish International Jazz Jam- 
boree, and others noted that in 
their travels abroad they had en- 
countered a respect for, and 
knowledge of. Jas that was not 
widespread in foe United Slates. 
“Classical music, that's what 
Duke — Edward Kennedy — 
Ellington's music is in countries 
around the world, and the music 
of so many other great musicians 
from this country." Conover said. 

‘it is an unfortunate fact." said 
union official Glaseil, “that per- 
formance opportunities for Jazz 
have long been more pleotiful 
abroad, particularly in Europe 
and Japan, than they are in our 
nation, which is the home and 
wellspring of this great music." 

Conyers, recalling his first visit 
to foe Soviet Union, said, “The 
first thing I ran into were jazz 
musicologists, " who were refer- 
red to him by foe author of a 
book on jazz. “.And there," he 
continued, “I found out bow little 
I knew about jazz, when I started 
talking to chose who knew not 
only every musician that was on 
the' record, but when it was cut, 
(at) what speeds it was cut. how 
many times it was reproduced. 


When he began raising the jazz 
issue in Congress, Conyers said, 
“the first thing chat I found is that 
there were members that were 
very, very up on it." When the 
resolution was introduced in Che 
House of Representatives, he 
said, many members rose to point 
out the contributions of their 
states to foe development of jazz. 

Senator Alan Cranston spon- 
sored the resolution in foe Sen- 
ate. “We can begin, through this 
modest congressional action, to 
encourage public and private sup- 
port for jazz artists and nonprofit 
jazz organizations," Cranston 
said in a statement released at the 
news conference. 

“We can begin also," he con- 
tinued, “to celebrate the tower- 
ing American figiues — mixt of 
them black Americans — whose 
inspiration and artistry brought 
forth a glorious new language of 
foe human heart and soul." 


don of such ice particles allows 
the cloud droplets to grow in 
mass, eventually overcoming the 
cloud's vertical motion and fall to 
foe ground as precipitation. 

Using silver iodide as the prin- 
cipal seeding agent, cloud seeding 
in Jordan is c^ed out in three 
different method — two aerial 
seeding methods, which make use 
of a specially equipped aircraft, 
and the third method, applied in 
situations when the aircraft can- 
not be operated, uses ground- 
based silver iodide generators. 

The first method, which uses 
two wing-mounted stainless steel 
pods as generators, is utilised 
when the target area is quite 
wide-spread (usually in foe pre- 
sence of convective clouds.) Each 
pod carries nine g^lons of silver 
iodide/sodium iodide (Agl/Nal) 
in an acetone solution. The solu- 
tion is released to the atmosphere 
at an average rate of 3.S to 4.S 
gallons per hour for each gener- 
ator pod. This produces a treat- 
ment of 2.1 grammes of Agl/Nal 
per minute for each generator to 
the selected cloud system. 

The other aerial seeding tech- 
nique operates on a similar prin- 
ciple but is slightly different in 
application. A single electronic 
assembly is installed below the 
fiiselage of the aircraft, holding 
up to 96 cartridges of solid silver 
it^ide. These cartridges, which 
range in concentration of Agl 
from 10 to 20 grammes each, are 
ignited using an electrical control 
«gnal, thus dispensing the solid 
seeding agent into the selected 
cloud complex. According to 
meteorologist and forecaster Na- 
ImI Kafaween, this technique is 
applied when foe targeted area is 
fairly limited and the process 
needs to be intensive due to the 
presence of deep convective 
douds. 

Tire third technique for doud 
seeding uses ground-based gener- 
ators to release silver iodide from 
the ground. These generators are 
operated when aenal seeding us- 
ing an aircraft is not possible 
(during the night, for example). 

“The ground-based generators 
are cylinders with butane gas that 
1s bumed'with sliver iodide in the 
areas where there is an updrafr or 
an upward wind motion" that 
carries the chemicals up to the 
clouds, explained Mr. Kafaween. 

These generators are located in 
various sites in the country, in- 
duding Ra's AJ Neif in Ajloun, 
Teebeh in Irbid, Al Rabbah in 
Karak, Tafileh, Shobak and Deir 
‘Alla. Jordan already bad 18 
generators and six new ones were 
installed this year in north 
Shouiieh. in Sweileh, at Queen 
Alia International Airport and at 
foe King Talal Dam. 

According to Mr. Kafaween, 
these sites were chosen because 
“they represent areas where rain- 
fall is needed and they are suit- 
able for up-draft currents or ther- 
mals during the passage of frontal 
depressions." 

Six of the ground-based gener- 
ators operatmg currently were 
manufactured m Jordan, accord- 
to Dr. Ali Abanda, director 
of foe Department of Meteorolo- 
gy. Tfoere are plans to manufac- 
ture 12 more and distribute them 
around foe country. 

The ground-based seeding 









The twin-engined Beechcraft used for cloud seeding (Department of .Meteorolog\ photo) 

technique is easier to carry out 
than is aerial seeding. It is also 
less expensive, mainly because 
there are no aircraft fuel costs 
involved. The main disadvantage 
however, is that even light sur- 
face winds may affect the seeding 
process in terms of the desired 
target area. 

Although the cloud seeding 
techniques seem complicated, the 
process of identifying seedable" 
clouds is quite simple"— a weath- 
er radar identifies the position of 
the clouds, the aircran makes a 
sampling flight into the clouds in 
order to check whether the 
criteria for cloud seeding is met. 

If the amount of Ice crystals 
present in the clouds is less' than 
jO crystals per litre, and the 
amount of liquid u’ater is at least 
0.5 grammes per cubic metre, and 
the temperature is between minus 
10 to minus 20 degrees Celsius, 
then cloud seeding can be carried 
out on the spot. 

The cloud seeding programme 
that has so far been^nied out in 
Jordan is an operational prog- 
ramme rather than an ex- 
perimental one. Data on cloud 
physics is collected during the 
actual seeding operation — a 

factor which allows for on the ... . . . ^ 

spot registration of cloud prop- Weather momlonn® equipment related to doud seeding (Depart- 
erties and the effects of the seed- Meteorology photo) 

ing process on them. determine whether there Is an currently being 

According to WMI pilot Art increase in the amount of pre- Canada, there ar 
Heiden. who flies the aircraft for cipitatlon.” Mr. Girdzus ex- out weather mo 
aerial seeding operations, the plained. rammes in order 

equipment involved in the opera- As for cloud seeding in Jordan, snowpack in pre] 
tion is of extreme significance. It “there is an indication that the winter Olympics. 

Includes a data package which, amount of rainfall has increased in the region th 
through an on-board computer, in the seeded areas." Dr. .Abanda taken weather me 
reads the various weather ele- said. However, “the exact figures rammes include 
ments such as temperature, the and evaluation of last year's and United Arab Emi 
water content of foe air as well as this year's work will be calculated Greece. In the £ 
the number of ice particles pre- in North Dakota University dur- weather modifica 
sent in the clouds. ing the coming year," he added, taken in foe Cau 

The on-board computer is also During the 1986-1987 season, tains to suppress 
capable of reading other naviga- cloud seeding operations were have negative eff 
tional elements that allow for carried out at a cost of $550,000, cure, 
exact targeting of cloud systems, an amount which was covered by Are the result! 

The events are registered by a the Ministry of Planning. This worth the amo 
computer every second so that year the cost has gone down to spent? According 
the impact of cloud seeding is $450,000, according to Dr. Aban- “the most precioi 
recorded on foe spot and is avail- da. mainly because the weather in Jordan is rainfi 
able for future analyses. radar that was leased last year has increase that by a 

As for foe efrectiveness of the been purchased bythe'Kwieorol- worthwhile. It is 
seeding programme, Mr. Girdzus ogy Department this year. Both Will Jordon ha^ 
told the Jordan Times that the foe Meteorology Department and foreign experts e« 
success of such a programme can the Ministry "of Planning are to continue its we 
yield increases from 15 to 30 per paying for the operational costs tion programme? 
cent, meaning, when it does rain, of foe 1987-1988 programme. AbandaT "The pi; 
seeded cloucfr will give 15 to 30 The chemicals that are used in this veur or i 
per cent more rain than they the seeding process, Mr. Girdzus Meteorology Dep 
would without seeding. said, “cause no problems to the able to do the pi 

Measurement of the results of ecology system.'' He added that least from the gi 
cloud seeding is done by compar- the amount that is dispersed into aerial seeding, "i 
ing the target area to the control the clouds is “almost negligible." purchase a multi-] 
ara. “The success of foe opera- In the United States.” cloud in 1990 which v 
tion is measured by building up a seeding programmes were started among other foi 
suitable data file then companng more than 25 years ago and there seeding operatic 
the seeded and unseeded areas to is aoDroximaielv 35 oroCTammes rainv seasons. 


determine whether there Is an 
Increase in the amount of pre- 
cipitation." Mr. Girdzus ex- 
plained. 

As for cloud seeding in Jordan, 
“there is an indication that the 
amount of rainfall has increased 
in the seeded areas." Dr. .Abanda 
said. However, “the exact figures 
and evaluation of last year's and 
this year's work will be calculated 
in North Dakota University dur- 
ing the coming year," he added. 

During the 1986-1987 season, 
cloud seeding operations were 
carried out at a cost of $550,000, 
an amount which was covered by 
the Ministry of Planning. This 
year the cost has gone down to 
$450,000, according to Dr. Aban- 
da. mainly because the weather 
radar that was leased last year has 
been purchased by the'Kfeteorol- 
ogy Department this year. Both 
foe Meteorology Department and 
the Ministry "of Planning are 
paying for the operational costs 
of foe 1987-1988 programme. 

The chemicals that are used in 
the seeding process, Mr. Girdzus 
said, “cause no problems to the 
ecology system." He added that 
foe amount that is dispersed into 
the clouds is “almost negligible." 

In foe United States." cloud 
seeding programmes were started 
more than 25 years ago and there 
is approximately 35 programmes 


currently being carried out. In 
Canada, there are plans to cany 
out weather modification prog- 
rammes in order to increase the 
snowpack in preparation for foe 
winter Olympics. Other countries 
in the region that have under- 
taken wealher modification prog- 
rammes include Morocco, foe 
United Arab Emirates. Libya and 
Greece. In the Soriet Union, a 
weather modification was under- 
taken in foe Caucasanian moun- 
tains to suppress hail chat could 
have negative effects on agricul- 
ture. 

Are the results of the project 
worth the amount of money 
spent? According to Dr. Abanda, 
“the most precious thing we have 
in Jordan is rainfall, so if we can 
increase that by any amount, it is 
worthwhile. It is money." 

Will Jordon have to depend on 
foreign experts eveiy year if it is 
to continue its weather modifica- 
tion programme? Not so says Dr. 
AbandaT “The plan is that either 
this year or the next, the 
Meteorology Department w'ill be 
able to do the process alone, at 
least from the ground." As for 
aerial seeding, the plan is to 
purchase a multi-purpose aircraft 
in 199(1 which would be used 
among other things, for cloud 
seeding operations during the 
rainv seasons. 
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AMMAN PLAZA 


(Lt the, 

Apdalusia 

l^stauraqt 

V\fekome the New Year with a splendid 

CHAMPAGNE DINNER in a candlelight 
atmosphere 

entertained by RAINBOW TRIO 

por Reservation Call 674111 


' *.7 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle J3t)al Amman near 
Ahhyyah Gi^s School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 
p.m. 

6:Mi-Midnicht 

Tel. 638968 




j 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Ctwex Flaming pons available 

Takm mwmy mvallmUm 

Open daily 12:00 ■ 15-30 

}S:li0-ry30 

Wadi Sapra Road ■ near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

K Tel: 661922 y 


CHEN’S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight > 


P CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Take-away service 

Open daily Noon ’3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


= |^ERY = 
DAY 

TEOrLc WHO WEEP 

CLEAWIWG 

:^Ef:pu'’ES 

call US' 


P.O.Box 92SZ29 AMMAN 

ai Tel. 604671 fe 


The Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates & Businessmen 




Trusthouse forte Hotels 


Luxuriously furnished studio apartments 
To Satisfy Good Taste 

HOTEL ★ APARTOTEL ★ 
RESTAURANT 


CROWN i 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 1 

packing, shipping. M 

lofwarding. . = 

international moving, 
storage, clearing. g 

door-to-door service S 


AjentJ iff o»ei mv'W 

Tet: 664090.660652 
Tl«; ZZ20S BESMCe JO 
Cable: NueelMliM. 

P.O. a«i S2MI7 
AMMAN JORDAN 
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Soviet delegation in Seoul 

Moscow hints at attending summer games 

SEOUL (Agencies) — A Soviet sports mission Jas been in doubt sinre 
in on Sunday to discuss part(#ation 
m next year's Olympic Games in the South Korean allowed to stage some 
capital, the domestic news agency Yonhap said. south Korea has no dip 


Yonhap said a four-member 
delegation, led by Soviet Nation- 
^ Olympic Committee Vice-Pres- 
ident Vjatcheslav Gavrilin. would 
stay for four days to discuss 
'^vays to transport athletes and 
Other practical matters related 
with Olympic parlidpation." 

Officials of the Seoul Olympic 
Organising Committee and the 
Seoul Sports Ministry were not 
available for comment but airport 
offidals confirmed the arriv^ of 
the delegation. 

The unheralded visit by the 
Soviet delegation comes after 
Hungary and East Germany last 
week announced partidpation in 
the Olympics, boosting prospects 
that the games would 6e attended 


by leading sports nations of both 
East and West for the first time in 
12 years. 

Hungary' and East Germany on 
Monday became the first East 

•European countries to accept the 
International Olympic Commit- 
tee's (IOC) invitations to the 
games, well ahead of the Jan. 17 
deadline. 

It is the second time this year 
that a Soviet sports mission has 
visited South Korea. 

In July, nine Soviet Olympic 
offidals led by State Sports Com- 
mittee vice-president Anatoly 
Kolessov stayed for a week to 
examine games preparations. 

Partidpation of Soviet Bloc 
countries in the Seoul Olympics 


has been in doubt since North 
Korea warned it could call a 
Communist boycott unless 
allowed to stage some events. 
South Korea has no diplomatic 
relations with Communist coun- 
tries. 

In 1980 the United States led a 
boycott against the Moscow 
Olympics m protest over the 
Soviet move into Afghanistan. 

Four years later all Soviet Bloc 
countries except Romania stayed 
away from the Los Angeles 
Games, dting security fears. 

The Yugoslav news agency 
Tan jug on Friday quoted a senior 
Soviet sports offidal as saying he 
expected Moscow to send a team 
to the Seoul games. 

Nikolai Rusak, first deputy 
president of the Soviet State 
^rts Committee, said the Soviet 
Ol^pic Committee wouldjeach 
a final decision during a five-day 
meeting starting Jan. 11. 


Larissa, Ofi Crete lead league standings 


ATHENS, Greece ( AP) — Laris- 
sa and Ofi Crete both scored 
victories Sunday to finish off the 
year with a comfortable margin at 
the top of the Greek League 
standings. 

Defending champion Olvm- 
piakos Piraeus also scored its first 
victory of the season, beating last 
placed Panachaiki 2-0 at home, 
llie Piraeus team shares second 
to last place with Diagoras 
Rhodes. 


After 12 rounds. Larissa leads 
the league with 21 points, to 19 
for o€ Crete and 16 for Pack 
Salonica and Aek Athens. 

In a tough and violent game in 
Larissa, the home team beat 
Panathinaikos .Athens 2-1. Dur- 
ing the match, referee Christos. 
Kolokithas showed one red and 
eleven yellow cards. 

Larissa scored in the 36th mi- 
nute with a goal by fullback Gor- 
ges Mitsibonas and in the 42nd 


with a penalty kick by Yiaiinis 
Alexoulis. Panathinaikos' star 
striker Dimitris Saravakos scored 
for the Athens team 

Ofi beat Ethnikos 1-0 away 
with a goal by striker Giorgos 
Kokkolakis, who was recently 
traded to the Cretan team from 
Olympiakos Piraeus. 

Playing before 65,000 fans at 
the Athens Olympic stadium, the 
newly revamped defending cham- 
pion easily beat' Panachaiki. 
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Ane YOU A BOWLSR ? 

COME ON iN AND SEE FOR YOUR SELF... 

OUR AS -80 AUTOMATIC SCORERS.. 

IT IS OUR 1988 SURPRISE.. 





AMMAN BOWL!N€ CENTER 


JABAL AMMAN -1st CIRCLE -RAINBOW St. -ABU DAHAB CENTER 
Tel. 646605 - P.O. BOX 1147 - AMMAN - JORDAN 
PLEASE CALL AFTER 3PM 



Redskins thwart Vikings’ bid for NFC spot 

Cleveland Browns steal victory from Steelers 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Ali the Los Angeles Raiders. win was largely the work of ti 

Haji-Sheikh, who missed a 33- Washington's first touchdown CJeveland defence, led by lin 
yaid field goal with 46 seconds came on a 100-yard interception backer Eddie Johnson, in a gan 
.left in regulation, kicked a 46- return by Bar^ W^bum, the filled by numerous minor scuffi 
yarder 2:09 into overtime Satur- longest In Redslons' history and between the arch-rivals. Pii 
day, as the Washington Redskins the longest ever against the Vfik- sburgh's only touchdown came < 
prevented the Minnesota Yikinp ings. wilbum's TD with 5:15 left a 45-yard intereeption return 1 
nom earning the final NFC wild in the second quarter tied the Cornell Gowdy vrith 7:33 left 
card spot with a 27-24 victory, game 7-7 after Alfred Anderson's the game. 


The Vikings, 8-7, won’t be in 
the playoffs unless the Dallas* 
Cowboys can defeat the St. Louis 
Cardinals. If St. Louis wins, the 
O^inals would also finish S-7 
and would be the NFC's last 
playoff entry based on overall 
conference record. 

Haji-Sheikh's winning three- 
pointer was set up by a 36-yard 
Itickoff return at the start of 
overtime by Ricky Sanders, who 
also caught ei^t passes for 164 
yards and tou^downs of 51 and 
46 yards. After Sanders' return, 
he caught passes of 22 and 10 
yards from Doug Williams before 
the vrinning kick. 

Ihe Redskins, 11-4, can piay 
host to their opening playoR 
game if the (Thicago Bears lose to 


the Los Angeles Raiders. 

Washington's first touchdown 
came on a 100-yard interception 
return by Barry Wilburn, the 
longest In Redslons' history and 
the longest ever against the Vik- 
ings. Wilburn's TD with 5:15 left 
in tbe second quarter tied the 
game 7-7 after Alfred Anderson's 
first scoring run had given Minne- 
sota the lead. 

In Pittsburgh, Beroie Kosar 
threw a short touchdown pass, 
Earnest Byner ran 2 yards for a 
score and the Geveland defence 
did the rest as ±e Browns clin- 
ched their third straight AFC 
Central championship Saturday 
by defeating the Pittsburgh Steel- 
ers 19-13. 

The win. which gave the 
Browns a final record of 10-5, 
assured Cleveland of at least one ' 
home game in the playoffs. It 
knocked Pittsburgh, which 
finished at 8-7, out of any hope 
for a wild-card playoff l^rth. 

And while Kosar was 21 of 36. 
for 241 yards and Bahr kicked 
field goals of 31 and 30 yards, the 


win was largely the work of the 
CJeveland defence, led by line- 
backer Eddie Johnson, in a game 
filled by numerous minor scuffles 
between the arch-rivals. Pitt- 
sburgh’s only touchdown came on 
a 45-yard interoeption retuin by 
Cornell Gowdy with 7:33 left in 
tbe game. 

The last of those brawls led to 
the second Cleveland touchdown 
— a roughing penalty on Pitt- 
sburgh's Delton Hall after the 
Browns had been stopped at the 
Pittsburgh 7 five minutes into the 
fourth quarter and were ready to 
settle for a field goal. 

Instead, it gave the Browns a 
first down at the 4, setting up 
Byner's 2-yard touchdown run 
that made the score 19-6 with 
9:36 left in the game. 

Cleveland's only other touch- 
down came in the second quarter 
on a 2-yard TD pass from Kosar 
to Derek Tenoeli. 

The Pittsburgh offence, mean- 
while, got oniv field goals of 39 
and 27 yards from Gaiy Ander- 
son and was limited 221 total 
yards. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Aussies dominate Sydney-Hobart race 

SYDNEY Australia (AP) — Australian yacht Sovereign, the 
world's largest ma.\i, Sunday continued to lead a reco^ 153- 
strong fleef in the 630 nautical miles (1.020 i^) Sydney-Hobart 
Yacht Race. At the last reported placings of the ^et Sunday, 27 
hours after the boxing day start from Sydney Harbor, Sovereign 
was 30 nautical miles into Bass Strait — almcKt halfway to 
Hobart Ovner Bernard Lewis and skipper David Kellett bad 
Sovereign on course for a record in the annual race, which is being 
contested for the 43rd time. American yacht Kialoa, owned 
Jim Kilrov, set the race record of 2 days 14 hours 36 minutes in 
1975. Australian pocket maxi Helsal II was in second place 
Wdav night, two miles behind Sovereign. She was followed only 
half a mile" back by another Australian yacht. Gazebo. Then came 
Apollo Roger, Hammer of Queensland and Helsal III, all of 
Australia, and New Zealand yacht Starlight Express. American 
vachl Sidewinder, skippered by America’s Cup Helmsman John 
bertrand, was ninth with Hong Kong's Highland Fling 10th. 

Japanese abandon climb on Annapurna 

KATMANDU. Nepal (AP) — A Japanese team has given up its 
effort to climb the 7,129-metre (23.383-fool) Mount Annapurna 
south peak because of unfavourable weather and tbe diffi^ty of 
the route, a report received Sunday from the base camp ^d. The 
report said the eight-member group gave up the climb last 
^nday, but did not say how high it had gone on the mountain. 
The team was led by Masami Yamagata, 33, of Utsunomiya. 

Poles set up base camp 

KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) — A nine-man Polish expedition 
trying to scde Makalu. the world's fifth tallest peak, has set up its 
b^ camp, according to a message brought here Sunday by a 
mailrunner. The Polish climbers established the camp on Dec. 8 
at 4,500 metres (14,760 feet). The team, led by Andre^ 
Machnik, a 34-year-old geographer of Giiwic, plans to establish 
four high altitude camps before attempting the 8,463-metre 
(27,759-foot) peal, in east Nepal. The team is following tbe 
Makaiu's northwest ridge route. 

Galatasaray dethrones Besiktas 

ISTANBUL, Turkey (AP) — Galatasaray ousted Besiktas from 
the top berth Sunday in the prime soccer division when the former 
league-leader was held to a goalless draw by Samsunspor in an 
away game. Defending champion moved to the first place after an 
impressive 3-0 home win against next to bottom club Adana D. 
Spor. Galatasaray striker Tanju scored a hat trick, two from 
penalties, to increase to 20 number of his tallies at the Ali Sami 
Yen staciium. A goal by FeyzuUah in the 30th minute gave 
third-place Malatyaspor a bumble 1-0 victory over visiting 
Fenerbahce of Istanbul which sank to the 8th place. PowerfiD 
Black Sea squad Trabzonspor went one place down to the 5th 
when it drew M with Denizlispor in an away game. At tbe end of 
l$th-round of play. Galatasaray leads the standings with 42 
points, one ahead of Besiktas. Third-ranked Malatyaspor has 33 
points. 


Korean champ pummels Venezuelan svensson heads n.z. tennis entry 


POHANG, South Korea (Agen- 
cies) — Lee Seung-Hoon of 
South Korea defended his Inter- 
national Boxing Federation (IfiF) 
junior featherweight crown with a 
IS-round split decision over 
Venezuelan challenger J*ose 
Sanabria Sunday. 

U.S. Judge ‘Rafael Ramos 
scored tbe fight 144-143 for 
Sanabria. But Philippine judge 
Eduardo Velasco scored it 146- 
141 and Korean Judge Han Giul- 
Hee had it 147-143 for Lee. 
American referee John ^^eeler 
did not score the bout. 

Both fighters weigh 121 pounds 
(55 kilogramme). 

After two slow rounds, tbe 
boxers staged a slugfest for the 


rest of the match but there were 
no knockdowns. 

. Lee, 27, dominated the third, 
fourth and fifth rounds with accu- 
rate combinations. Sanabria. 25, 
came on strong in the middle of 
the bout with some telling pun- 
ches to the champion's face and 
body. 

Ifowever. the challenger's pun- 
ches lacked accuracy and the 
speed needed to catch the fost- 
moving champion. In the seventh 
round. Sanabria momentarily lost 
his balance and slipped to the 
canvas after missing with a big 
right. He jumped to his feet 
immediately. 

In the 10th round, Sanabria 
flicked a powerful left hook to 


WANTED 


A first class restaurant Is seeking to hire highly qualified 
waitresses and female cashiers and an experienced chef to 
work full time. 

If interested please call: 826666 from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 
p.m. and from 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 


TO FILIPINO COMMUNITY 
IN JORDAN 


Voluntary cash donation to Special Relief Fund for families 
of victims of recent ferry disaster in the Philippines may be 
given through the Philippine Embassy. Your donation will 
be properly acknowledged. 


DECENT SUPER DELUXE APT. 
FOR RENT 

Fully furnished. 4 bedrooms apt ,.2nd floor of 350sq.m.. large 
kitchen, laundry room, spacious salons. 4 verandas, indepen- 
dent utilities (W.&E.&Fuei). Beautiful sightseeing, foreigner 
neighbourhood. Nicely located in Sweifiyeh in the area between 
5th and 6th Circles. Rent is reasoiable. 

For more information please call tel. no. 810984 (any- 
time). 


Lee's face, followed by a pair of 
effective rights, and the cham- 
pion began bleeding from his 
-nose. 

Sanabria also opened a cut 
below Lee's right eye in the 12th 
round but he had ^sibly slowed 
and lacked the power to subdue 
Lee. The Korean champion 
dominated the final rounds with a 
shower of punches, fordng the 
challenger to keep backpedalling. 

It was Lee's third title defence 
since he captured the crown by 
stopping Thailand's Prayoonsak 
Muangsurin in the ninth round in 
January. 

After Sunday's fight. Lee said 
his plan is to give up the IBF title 
and challenge World Boxing 
I Association (WBA) junior 
featherweight champion Louie 
Espinoza of the United States 
next February. 

The victory improved Lee's re- 
cord to 41 victories, including 22 
knockouts, ^inst six defeats. It 
was Sanabria's second setback 
against 14 victories, five by 
knockout, and two draws. 
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WELLINGTON. New Zealand (AF) — Jonas Svensson of 
Sweden is the highest ranked player in the field for the £150,000 
New Zealand Open Tennis Championships, which begin Monday. 
Svensson, 21. ranked 29th in the world, is top seed in the 32-draw 
Nabisco Grand Prix event, which includes players from 14 
countries. Leading competitors include New Zealander Kelly 
Evernden. Australian John Frawley, Soviet Andrei Chesnokov, 
Indian Davis Cup star Ramesh Krishnan, Britain's Jeremy Bates 
and Marty Davis and Tim Wilkison of the United States. 

Buckner wins Silvesterlauf event 

ZURICH (R). — Briton Jack Buckner won the annual eight ifrrK 
Silvesterlauf Road Race on Sunday in 22 minutes 41.95 seconds 
ahead of Tunisia's Felhi Baccosche, who clocked 22:45.07. EUie 
van Hulst of The Netherlands took the five-km women's event in 
16:40.97, with Briton Wendy Sly second in 16:47.06. 

Dynamo Kiev signs 2 key players 

MOSCOW (R) — Dynamo Kiev have signed two Soviet 
internationaki from main Ukrainian rivals Dnepr Dnepropetrovsk 
in a bid to rebound from their disappointing sixth-place league 
finish last season. Star striker Oleg Protasov and attaddng 
midfielder Gennady Litovchenko had both switched to Dynamo, 
according to the Ukrainian Communist Party daily Pravda 
Ukrainy. Dnepr, formerly a trade union-affiliated side, broke 
new ground last season by severing links with their sponsors to 
become the first Soviet independent, self-financing, fully profes- 
sional club, with players on three-year contracts. 

Martelli retains European title 

MARTIGNY, Switzerland (R) — Swiss-based Italian Mauro 
Martelli retained his European welterweight boxing title when he 
beat French challenger Jean-Marie Touati on points over 12 
rounds on Sundav. 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED AND UNFURNISHED 
^ ^ ^ _ APARTMENTS . 

o Dedrooms, 3 baths, dining room, sitting room, full kitchen, 
balconies with beautiful view, 3 minutes walk to Shmeisani 
Shopping centre. 

Very reasonable price. 

Please call Nasser at work tel. 823441/823442 or at 
home tel. 661868. 


PART-TIME TEACHER 
OF ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN I 
^NGUAGE TO ADULTS I 

The British Council Teaching Centre welcomes ap- e 
plications from native-speakers of English with a TEFL 
qualification for a limited amount of part-time work. -J 
Excellent facilities/resources and in-service training • 
available. • 

Rease collect an application form from reception. ! 
For further details please contact us on 636147, • 
636148, 638194, 624886 
, . •oowoo® rrri • 

British : 

2SS:2S2 Ckiuncil • 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


% Phillips Petroleum to cut staff 

= NEW YORK (OPECNA) — Phillips Petroleum will dispense 

■ v' wi*^ the serviCK of up to 2,500 employees, or 10 per cent of its 
• . 'O raise profits as oil prices 

shoe. The OUMoma*based company said expenses associated 
. layoK and the consolidation of its exploration and 
‘j • . production unit its gas and liquids group would save between 

, ' ' 'V.,' SI50 million to $200 million a year. Oil companies ihrouEhoui the 

. world have been cutting costs and reducing the number of 

. : . empl^ees ^ce 1986 when oil prices slumped. Phillips earned 

“ ■ ^ • only $2 million m the first nine months of this year. 


Austrian oil imports increase 


. ■ -2 |[‘ ■■ VIENNA fOPECNA) — During the first three quarters of this 
year Austrian oil imports increased to over 4.95 million tonnes 

• from 4.54 million tonnes in the same period of 1986, according to 
v' figures released by the Central Bureau of Statistics. Despite a 

i ^ decline in the volume, OPEC oil accounted for the bulk of 
Austria's crude imports, covering more than 67 per cent. Among 
, . ^ the OPEC countries, Libya was Austria's largest oil supplier with 
■ , more than 1.45 million tonnes, followed by Iraq (0.51 million), 

• •.: • Algeria (0.45 million), Nigeria (0.35 million), Iran (0.29 million) 

and Saudi Arabia (0.25 million). Of the non-OPEC suppliers, 

- •• Norway held the highest share with 0.47 million tonnes, followed 

- ^ the Soviet Umon (0.35 million), Mexico (0.30 million), 
- Cameroon (0.23 million). Great Britain, (0.11 million) and Eevot 

; (0.07 million). 

Switzerland relies on Libyan crude oii 

■ .... geneva (OPECNA) — OPEC oil accounted for more than 82 

■ 'per cent of Switzerland's total crude imports in 1986, ;otailing 3.9 
million tonnes, according to a report bv Shell Switzerland. Libya, 

■ - ' r: Switzerland's biggest oil supplier last year, accounted for 41. 8 per 

: . cent total purchases, followed by’Nigeria with 18.6 per cent. 

; Algeria, came third with 13.1 per cent, while imports from Saudi 
Arabia accounted for 9.2 per cent. Swiss imports of refined 
. ' products during the year, totalling about nine million tonnes, 
came mainly from East and West European countries. 

Banks lend Bulgarian Brni $10 million 

. NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — A Lebanese offshore bank in Cyprus 
-'1 lent the Bulgarian state enterprise Technoimpex $10 million for 
. V; various development projects. An announcement said that the 
Federal Bank of the Middle East, registered in Cyprus as an 
ofishore company, was acting on behalf of a syndicate of other 

■ foreign banks. These include the Arab Banking Corporation of 
‘ Bahniin, the Banque Nationale de Paris, the Compagnie Luxem- 

' bourgeoise de la Dresdner Bank and the Societe Generate 
Libano-Europeeene de Ba^ue, another Cyprus o^hore bank, 
\ the announcement said. The loan will k used for various 
- industrial projects in Bulgaria, including a mushroom factory and 
a plastic cups factory. The proposed projects will be supplied by 
two (Dypnis offshore companies, Stambouli Bros. Ltc. and 
■ Countertrade Enterprises Ltd., the announcement added. 
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^ GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
: Thu ia a good cizoa to follow any 
. wbinu or new ideas you might 
' bsve, eapedallyr where business is 

- concerned. Successful persona will 
: assiat you greatly. Be sure to stay 

opcD-minded and alert. 

ARIES <Msr. 21 to Apr. ItH Make 
notes to yootsdf of any ideas wtuch 
you have, so you won't forgec them 
later. Sc<^ dreaming about success 
and make it happen now. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 

- Check out some new recreations 
• you can enjqy with your mate, but 
■ s^ within your budget A wealthy 
’ him can give you good advice. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) If 
you use your imaginatioa and try 
some new techniques, you can get 
ahead faster. Be sure you use much 
care in motion of any kind. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JnL 21) Contact important acQuain- 
tances, and make sure they know 
your intentisQS. Avmd anyone who 
' will hinder your progress. 

LEO (JnL 22 to Aug. 21) If you 
get into any new activities, be sure 
yon keep them separate frw your 
present endeavors. If you travel 
anywhere, don't overpack. 

VIRGO (Ang. 22 to Sept 22) Sit 
down with your mate and make 


some plans for the new year ahead. 
A business partner can give 3 rou 
good advice. Drive carefully. 

LIBRA (SepL 23 to Oct 22) Seize 
on opportunity which wiQ help you 
to improve your reputation. Make 
a plan with an aasodeta and work 
together for greater success. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov, 21) Be 
more energetic at your usual ac- 
tivities, and you can gain greater 
beneGts. Be more cooperative and 
helpful with your co-workere. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) An individual connected with 
entertainment can be of assistance 
to you. You can communicate weD ' 
BOW. but don't be extravagant 
CAPRICORN (Dec 22 to Jaa. 2(» 
Th^ is a good day to have guests 
into your home ~ both old friends 
and newcomers. You can finish up 
those h<me projects now. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 Co Feb. 19) 
Your OBual alites can give you aoeh 
support for any pet projects. Stay 
around Mends who have a sense of 
humor aimilar to yoor own tonight 
PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20} 
You'll have an opportunity to im- 
prove your financial situation and 
possibly to gain some property. 
M ske sure you have a plan for this. 
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Japanese esteem U.S. real estate 


NEW YORK (R) - Major 
Japanese investors remain keenly 
internied in acquiring office 
building and other properties in 
the United States despite the 
recent stock market crash, 
according to a survey. 

The study, conducted both be- 
fore and after the “Black Mon- 
day” crash of Oct. 19 and com- 
missioned by a U.S. property 
agency, found that 58 per cent of 
Japan'ese investors c^ed their 
U.S. property investments very 
important. 

It also found a shift from in- 
vesting in New York and Los 
Angeles to other cities. 

Japanese investors have be- 
come big buyers of U.S. proper- 
ty, atiraned by high yields and 
the low dollar which make prices 
less expensive in yen terms. 

Cushman and Wakefield, the 
firm which commissioned the 
study, estimates that Japanese 
firms own some $4 billion in U.S. 
properties. Their holdings in- 
clude the Exxon building in New 
York, the Equitable building in 
Dallas and the Atlaotic-Richfield 
Plaza in Los Angeles. 

“The crash did not change 
Japanese investment plans, espe- 
cially in real estate, *' said Mr. 
Louis Harris, head of Louis Har- 
ris and Associates, which con- 
ducted the study. 

“It takes more than a Black 
Monday to deter them,'' he said, 
noting the long-term outlook 
taken by Japanese investors. 

The ^rvey was the result of 
interviews in Japan with 45 senior 
executives at many of the major, 
investment firms. These included 
estate. life insurance, trust banks 
and securities firms. 

Boston, Atlanta and Phi- 
ladelphia appeared to be tbe most 
popular targets. 

S. Korea and Taiwan are also 
of interest 

Meanwhile. Japanese inves- 


tors, eyeing South Korean and 
Taiwanese stock markets with a 
sense of deja vu. are keen to buy 
into Asia's next major success 
stories — if only they could. 

•'Economic growth* in South 
Korea and Taiwan is very high, 
and if we can, we want to buy into 
those markets directly,** said Mr. 
Ichiro Mukasa, deputy general 
manager of Yamaichi Securities* 
foreign stock department. 

“if investment is allowed, it 
will grow rapidly,'* he said. 

Both Taipei and Seoul ban 
direct foreign investment in their 
stock markets, forcing those who 
want a piece of the action to 
actiuire it indirectly through spe- 
cialised mutual funds listed in 
London and New York. 

Japanese investors have also 
poured money into Taiwan's mar- 
ket illegally through Taiwanese 
business associates, according to 
Taipei stock exchange of&al 
Tracey Cheng. 

Neither Seoul nor Taipei has 
announced any concrete plans to 
allow foreign investment. 

“It is a very critical maner for 
our economy, and any more to 
allow direct* investment by fore- 
igners in the capital market is* 
totally dependent on our econo- 
mic circumstances.'' said a South 
Korean government official. 

Taiwan has put plans to liberal- 
ise foreign investment on the 
backburner while it tries to whit- 
tle down its S64 billion in foreign 
exchange reserves and cool its 
overheated currency. 

“We have too much money and 
do not need foreign capital,'*' said 
a Taiwan Securities and Ex- 
change Commission spokesman. 

But Japanese brokers hope 
liberalisation, even if only partial, 
may come as early as 19^. allow- 
ing them to invest in the growing 
economies which call to mind a 
Japan of two decades ago. 

South Korea especially speaks 
such memories. 

“South Korea's economy is like 


the Japanese economy in the ear- 
ly I9w's — booming," said Mr. 
Hideo Karino, general manager 
of Nikko Securities foreign stock 
trading division. 

“We Japanese like growth 
stock," said a foreign stock spe- 
cialist at another mmor Japanese 
brokerage. "And South Korea 
has many splendid companies. 
Carmakers, basic industries, high 
ted) industries — it’s got them 
all." 

While Japanese investors sali- 
vate at the thought of high future 
returns from South Korean ami 
Taiwan, they remain relatively 
cool toward other Asian markets 
already open to foreign invest- 
ment. brokers said. 

Japanese investment in Asian 
markets, primarily Hong Kong 
and Singapore, is rising, but total 
Asian investment remains a 
miniscule proportion of Japan's 
burgeoning overseas flow of 
fun&, they said. 

Financiers in other Asian mar- 
kets are keen to see more 
Japanese investment and hope 
Japanese funds seeking to diver- 
si^’ will look at them more 
favourably in tbe future. 

But several obstacles to a ma- 
jor increase in Japanese invest- 
ment in other Asian markets re- 
main, brokeis here said. 

Foremost among the problems 
is die small size of the Asian 
markets. “The scale is too small 
— that is the major bottleneck,” 
said Yamaichi's Mukasa. 

Lack of information about in- 
vestment targets is another 
worry. 

'if you look at 'price move- 
ments alone, there are some 
seemin^y attractive buys," said 
Mr. Hajime Muramatsu, general 
manager of Nippon Trust Bank's 
international division. 

*‘But we need to have reliable 
infonnaiion about the companies 
diemselves... and that isn't al- 
ways available,** he said. 


Survey shows social gains despite poverty 


WASHINGTON (AP) - Money 
is not the only ^ing, says tbe 
World Bank; People in Bang- 
ladesh have less food than they 
did 20 years ago, but the high 
birth rate is down, fewer babies 
die, more of them get into school 
and they can expect to live' 
loiter. . . 

Bangladesh is among 100 Third 
World countries surveyed by the 
bank, which is their biggest 
source of aid to raise living stan- 
dards. Tbe bank is owned by 151 
governments, with the United 
States holding the largest block of 
shares. 

It recently published its newest 
figures in a volume called “Social 
Indicators of Development — 
1987." 

“The ultimate goal of develop- 
ment is to improve the human 
condition, especially for tbe least 
privileged members of society,” 
the introduction to the report 
says. 

It notes that some people see 
better social services as a result of 
increased wealth, while others 


see social changes as a cause of 
economic change. More school-* 
ing makes people better earners, 
for example. 

Some Third World countries 
provide success stories in many 
ways. In 1965 the average South 
Korea earned $130 a year, tlie 
most recent estimate is $3370 
not much compared with tbe 
$16,690 in the United States, but 
high by Asian standards and a 
huge leap forward. 

South Korea has long had a 
good standard of education, and 
now 91 per cent of the girls are in 
secondary school compared with 
only one out of four back in 19^. 

At least half of South Korean 
households have electricity and 
there are only 300 people per 
nurse instead of 3, (KM in 
Only 27 babies out of 1,000 die in 
their first year, compared widt 
63, and the average baby can 
expect to live to 69 years rather 
than 56 in 1965. 

For comparison, the average 
number of infant deaths in West- 
ern industrial countries is about 


nine per 1,000 and life expectancy 
in the United States in 1984 was 
just over 76 veais. 

Bangladesh is one of the 
iwrld's poorest countries. Incom- 
es average only $160 a year, but 
that is up from $70 in 1965. 

Of every 1,000 babies bom in 
Bangladesh.. J23 die.in their first 
year, which is at least better than 
•in 1965. when the figure was 153. 
Life expectancy in Bangladesh is 
now 51 years, up from 44. There 
is a Dui« for every 15300 peo- 
ple, instead one for every 30,400. 

People ifi tbe poorer countries 
of non-conununist Europe axe 
better off than any in Asia except 
those in tbe most prosperous 
areas such as Japan and Singa- 
pore. Incomes in Greece, Portug- 
al and Turkey are five times what 
they were in 1965, in terms of 
present U.S. dollars. 

Greece now averages 87 autos 
foreve^ 1,000 people, compared 
with 12 in 1965. and onlylo new 
babies are bom per 1,000 resi- 
rfoms each vear compared with 18 
in 1965. ' 


Pravda assails Aeroflot 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet state airline Aeroflot 
still suffers from high-handed management and 
corruptioD despite a change in leadership earlier this 
year, the Soviet Commuiust Party newspaper Prav- 
da said on Sunday. 


“Attempu to change the style 
of management have come up 
gainst a stone wall," Pravda said 
in an article headlined “Ministry 
of Qosed Doors.” 

The number of accidents re- 
mained unacceptably hi£^ while 
cases of bad discipline at work 
and drunkenness among Aeroflot 
personnel had increased, it 
added. 

Corruption in staff appoint- 
ments was still a problem, it said. 

3 readers to look at lists of 
ot representatives abroad 
to see how many were relatives of 
top officials or sacked officials who 
were given good new jobs. 

Former air force commander 
Alexander Volkov was 
last May to head the ministry of 
civil aviation, which administers 
Aeroflot, and clean it up a^r 
years of corruption under former 
minister Boris Bugayev. 

Pravda did not specifically 
attack Mr. Volkov but said 
Aeroflot management remained 
closed to criticism and cited the 
case of a safety officer who was 
sacked after implementing re- 
forms. 

“On the pretext of protecting 
the author!^ of Aeroflot, such 
topics as the work of foreign 
airlines and accidents in the air 
and on the ground are discussed 
behind doors firmly closed and 
marked 'no entry'.” Pravda said. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Volkov told 
the government daily Izvestia 
that Aeroflot could meet only 
half the demand for seats on 
domestic flights because of flight 
cancellations due to fuel shor- 
tages. 

Aeroflot has been officially 
criticised for poor service on both 
international and domestic 
flights. 

Moscow's East Bloc allies are 
reported to be considering buying 
W^tern-built planes as Aeroflot 
looks unlikely to meet production 
deadlines for a new generation of 
long-haul aircraft. 

Higher taxes 

- In: other areas, Pravda urged 
tbe state to raise taxes on new 
cooperative businesses getting 
too rich too f^t. 

Pravda said some 9.000 coop- 
eratives employing 90.000 people 
had begun operating this year in a 
movement picking up speed 
under Krem^ leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev's economic reforms. 

But It said the cooperatives did 
not always show respect for “so- 
da! justice" and tbe tax system 
allowed some individuals to 
amass “significant sums which do 
not correspond to their expended 
labour.” 

“Clearly the finance ministiy 
must respond to such phenomena 
more quickly and flexibly,” tbe 
newspaper said. 

Pravda said Moscow's first 
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cooperative cafe paid only three 
per cent in taxes on a numover of 
500,0Ci0 roubles ($800,000) since 
opening last March. 

It quoted the cafe's director as 
saying he would be able to pay 
40-50 per cent of his revenues in 
raxes once the restaurant paid off 
a loan received from tbe State 
Bank. 

In another case. Pravda said, 
Moscow offidals asked for per- 
mission to impose progressive 
taxes on a cooperative marketing 
bumper stickers for cars, a hot- 
selling item. 

Cooperatives should pay 13 per 
cent tax on profits earned on s^es 
of manufaaured goods and ser- 
vices ran^ng from home repaira 
to babystning. ' 

PravBa said that surveys had. 
found that 65 per cent of coopera- 
tive employees also held state 
jobs as well, contradicting the 
spirit of a law designed to see 
cooperatives primarily run by 
housewives, pensioner and stu- 
dents. 

The paper said some of the 
moonlighters were specialists 
whose secondary activities 
harmed dieir performance for the 
state. It dteef a Minsk construc- 
tion firm which failed to meet 
targets after its director joined a 
successful building cooperative. 

Pravda also said it was not 
unusual to find that cooperative 
managers had been fired from 
state jobs for comiption. and 
some had been tried in the past 
for embezzlement or bribery. 

Pravda said that while the’ au- 
thorities should be careful not to 
nip private Initiative in the bud, 
they should set up barriers to 
prevent profiteering by smooth 
op^ators “with a talent for ac- 
quiring quick and undeserved 
wealth." 

Budget enrages Soviets 

On the other band. Soviet 
dtizens, enraged by a report on 
the average f^ily budget, have 
denounced tbe data as rubbish in 
leners to the government news- 
paper Izvestia. • - 

The paper, which published the 
infonnation from the State Statis- 


tics Committee in October, said it 
bad been deluged by angry letters 
and printed some examples. 

“T^ese are not statistics, this is 
fantasy," one man said of the 
data, which gave the average 
monthly wage^ as 20fl.5 roubles 
($330) kd said families had plen- 
ty of money left over at the end of 
the month to save for big purch- 
ases. 

He said his relatives working in 
the Moscow region earned f30- 
160 roubles (S215-S265) a month 
despite having received a higher 
education. 

“Their problem is not the 
purchase of automobiles, but how 
to buy the most modest items," 
he said. 

“Reading your article 'The 
Family Budget’, I had to laugh." 
>VTOte a woman from Kishinev, 
the Moldavian capital. “But I 
didn't feel like iaugning. Wliy do 
you publish such rubbish? to jus- 
tifv' the coming price reform?" 

Izvestia said many readers 
were particularly distressed by 
the statistics committee's esti- 
mate of what Soviet families 
spend on food — 2S.3 per cent of 
their income. 

It said a retired woman had 
written to say she had worked out 
this percentage against the in- 
come from her pension and con- 
cluded: “With that amouni of 
money you can only feed a cat." 

It said even people with -higher 
incomes had described the data as 
totally out of touch with reality. 

“Almost the entire saJarv' of 
any family goes for food at pre- 
seni," a 'Moscow resident said, 
making the point that while food 
at state shops was cheap, people . 
had to rely on expensive farmers'/ 
markets for fresh fruit and veget- 
ables. 

At Moscow's central market, 
spinach costs eight roubles ($13) 
a kilogramme" (2.2 pounds). 
Buying 3.5 kilogran;rie& a month 
would use up 10 per cent of the 
average wage. 

People also complained about 
the statistics committee's calcula- 
tion that the average family with 
two working parents earne'd 500 
roubles (5835) a month if unseen 
benefits like state contributions - 
for education were included- 

*i consider my saJarv to be 
what I have in my pocket after 
getting my paycheck and what I 
pay out at stores. Nothing else 
defines my budget," safo an 
angry reader from Siberia. 


USSR, Egypt to double trade 

CAIRO (R) — The Soviet Union and Eg^t plan to double their 
trade over tbe next . three years, Soviet" Deputy Trade Minister 
Vladimir Burmistov said in (Tairo on Sunday. 

“I will sign a new trade protocol raising the volume of trade from 
£500 million to £1 billion during this visit,” he told reporters after 
arriving for talks on a new 1988-1990 agreement. 

Egypt exports textiles, leather and liquor to Moscow and imports 
Soviet industrial and farm machinery. 

Although the United States has been Egypt's main superpower ally 
since the 1970s, Moscow ties with Cairo warmed after it rescheduled 
S3 billion of military debt last April. 

The swiftly-concluded rescheduling earned Moscow diplomatic 
points at a time when Egypt was locked in lengthy discussions with 
tbe United States over terms for paying old military debts to 
Washington. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



1 guess I should go back on my 
diet. I gained 35 pounds 
yesterday.” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
[9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble tliese lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinaiy words. 


□ 

rEALE 



1 1 


i: 


Waa5*~- 



VERAB 

L 




□ 


SNAVLY 


rrrr 




GIRON 

1 




n 


WHERE ^UMl©HT 
eSE BARE LIMB9 
IN A WINTRY 
CLIMATE. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
focre the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday’s 


, , (Answers tomorrow) 

Jiimbles: SOUSE BROC» CALLOW MUSTER 
Atower The dIstuitNd robot went to the shrtiA 
because ha had this— A SCREW LOOSE 
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Sri Lankan police kill 12 
people after rebel attack 


COLOMBO (R) — Indian Peace-Keeping Forces 
said Sri Lankan police killed up to 12 civili^ in the 
east of the island on Sunday in revenge for the 
gunning down of a colleague by Tamil guerrillas. 


Indian High Commission 
(embassy) officials said that 
according to a report from Indian 
forces beadquaiters-at Batticaloa. 
police, enraged by the killing of 
three colleagues, had gone on a 
ramp^e. 

“wtien news of the attack 
reached the police station, offic- 
ers in uniform went to the market 
square killed 12 people and 
wounded nine. They also set fire 
to a row of shops," an official said 
quoting the report. 

A 48’hour truce was shattered 
when the Liberation llgers of 
Tamil Eelam guerrillas ambushed 
a police patrol in the market, 
killing one officer and wounding 
the others, a police official said. 

He said 17 civilians were killed 
in crosslire and denied the Indian 
report that three policemen were 
killed. 

A Roman Catholic priest at 
Batticaloa said people were drag- 
ged out of shops m the market 
square and shot by police. "There 
are at least six bodies lying on 
deserted streets." 

Hospital sources said 18 dead 
lay in the mortuary, three of them 
duldren under 14. Another nine 
casualties were in serious condi- 
tion. 

The Indian official said soldiers 
asked tire police to withdraw 
from the market square, which 


they did. The area was then 
cordoned off by Indian security 
forces, she added. 

Crowds scattered and shops 
closed as Indian troops and police 
sprayed the square with gunfire 
shooting at the fleeing rebels. 

Residents said police also set 
fire to shops, motorcycles and 
bicycles at the market. Indian 
soldiers from machine-gun posi- 
tions located atop buildings inter- 
mittently tired at nearby streets 
and "anything that moved." 

“We were under siege for ab- 
out three hours with bullets rain- 
ing all over. Some pierced the 
reading room of the bisht^'s 
house" which was fortunately 
empty," the church official said. 

V^indows of a house where 
priests lived was also broken. 

A police spokesman at Battle^ 
loa said 17 avilians were killed in 
the crossfire. 

"After ambushing the patrol, 
the terrorists threw grenades 
from shops inside the market," 
he said. 

He denied that police set fire to 
shops and vehicles but said about 
IS shops were gutted by fire set 
off by a fallen electric relay post 
which was damaged in the 
fighting. 

"The"Tigers, most powerful of 
Tamil groups fighting for an inde- 


pendent homeland, repudiated a 
July peace accord intended to end 
the separatist war and are battling 
Indian troops sent to implement 
the pact. 

Poh'ce lifted a night cutfew on 
Friday to allow Roman Catholics 
to attend midnight mass. Church 
officials said priests implored 
woisbippers to pray for an end to 
the fighting. 

They said the church had ear- 
lier appealed for a Christmas 
truce between the rebels and 
security forces. No serious inci- 
dents were reported by police on 
Christmas Day and Saturday. 

The police spokesman said a 
curfew had been imposed 
noon on Sunday until Monday 
morning. He said Indian troops 
had detained about 200 young 
men for questioning on whether 


Pakistan blames Kabul 
for bombs in Islamabad 


ISLAMABAD (R) ~ Pakistan 
has blam^ the Soviet-backed 
gpvenunent in Afghanistan for 
three car bomb attacks in 
crowded Islamabad markets and 
said it would not Weld to what it 
called blackmail mm its neigh- 
bour. 

The bombs exploded in two 
markets killing one man and in- 
juring about 40 other people on 
Satur^y evening, the eve of the 
eighth anniversary of the Soviet 
military interventioo in Afghanis- 
tan. Afj^an exiles plan^ to 
mark the occasion with demon- 
strations. 

Interior Minister Malik Nasim 
Ahmad Aheer said the blasts, the 
latest in a series blamed on 
Afjgiianistan, were part "of a 
planned attack of foreign terror- 
ism*' and said security forces were 


have come out with a new wave 
of terrorism to exert pressure on 
Pakistan to change its just stand 
on the question of Afghanistan," 
he told reporters. 

But he said Pakistan, which 
gives refuge to about three mil- 
hon Afghan exiles and provides a 
haven for most of the Western- 
backed guerrilla groups fitting 
the KaGul government, would 
"never yield to blackmail and 
would face the situation 
courageously." 

IJ.N. mediator Diego Co^ 
dovez is due to visit the region in 
January to try to resolve differ- 
ences between Islamabad and 
Kabul on a timetable for the 
withdrawal of an estimated 
115,000 Soviet troops in Afgha-' 
nistan. 

Moscow sent troops into 
Afohanistan on Dec. 27. 2979 to 
help a fledgeling Marxist govern- 
ment fight guerrillas. 


put on alert to protect people's Afohanistan cm Dec. 
fives and pn^rty. help a fledgeling Marxist 

"Agents of the Kabul regime ment fight guerrillas. 

New Zealand writer Rewi 
Alley dies in Peking, aged 90 

PEKING (R) — Rewi Alley, a ty and cruel oppression d 


New Zealand-born left-wing wri- 
ter who fou^t in World War I 
and made China his home for 60 
years, died in Peking on Sunday. 

The Official New China News 
Agency said Alley died of he^ 
failure and cerebral thrombosis. 
The agency described him as a 
noted social activist and old 
friend of China. 

Communist Party leader Zhao 
'Ziyang celebrated Alley’s 90th 
birthday with him on Dec. 2 at his 
Peking villa. He was honoured on 
the same day at a reception in the 
New Zealand parliament given by 
Prime Nfinister David Lange. 

When Alley arrived in Shan- 
ghai in 1927 on a tourist visa "to 
have a look", he was spat at by a 
Chinese docker who resented 
foreign occupation of the dtv. 

Despite this welcome. Alley 
stayed. Scenes of absolute pover- 


ty and cruel oppression dr^ him 
to the Communist cause during 
his work as a fire and later on 
factory inspector in Shanghai. 

In his newly-published auto- 
biography at 90: Memoirs of My 
Chma' Years, he described the 
torture suffered by young chil- 
dren wor ldn g in Silk factories. 

"Hie children, many not more 
than eight or nine years old. 
stood for 12 hours over boiling 
vats of cocoons, with swollen red 
fingers, inflamed eyes, and sag- 
ging eye muscles. Many would be 
crying from the beating of the 
foren^ who would walk up and 
down behind their long rows with 
a piece of No. 8 gauge wire as a 
whip." 

In the late 1920s he helped the 
undereround Communist move- 
ment m Shanghai, providing his 
home as a refuge to fighters. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

C1M7 Tr«i^ Smv<«s vw 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1— Neitht^r vulnerabio. us South 
you hold: 

tAQ C’AKQTS '954 4A10S 

The biddinp has proceeded: 

South Weot Nonli East 
1 ? Pass 2 Pass 
«» 

What do you bid now? 

Q.2— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AK9862 72 0QJ9 4K103 

The bidding has pr>>ce<*ded: 

SouUi West Nonb East 
1 4 Pass 2 Pass 
2 « Pass 3 * 

Itliat do you bid now? 

Q.3— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*92 7AKJ6 0873 4Q1062 

The bidding has proceeded; 

North East South 
1 * Dbl 7 
What action do you take? 


Q.4— both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AQ103 773 VA10952 *AQ 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 V Pass 1 7 Pass 
1 0 Pass 1 NT Pass 


W'hat action du you take? 

Q.5— .^8 South, vulnerable, you 
hold 

♦6 795 vK762 ♦AQJ1063 

The bidding has proceeded- 
North East South West 

1 * Pass 2 * Pass 

2 NT Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*KJ93 7AQ7 >AJ8 4K106 
The bidding has proceeded; 

South Wat North East 

1 NT Pus 4 * PUS 

What action ‘do you lake'.' 


had links with the Tigers. 

Church officials said about 100 
civilians sought refuge at bishop's 
house while many others who 
crossed the lagoon which divides 
the shopping area were stranded 
during the gunfire. 

In other incidents, the Tigers 
attacked a police post and mobile 
patrol at Aranthalawa village in 
eastern Ampara district on Sun- 
day. Police said there were no 
casualties. 

Residents at Vavuniya town in 
the north quoted travellers from 
Ja^a penmsula as saying one 
Indian soldier was killed in a 
clash with the Tigers on Saturday. 
The report could not be con- 
firmed. 

TV stars 
blacklisted 
for backing 
anti-Ershad 
protests 

DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) — 
The state-run television station 
has blacklisted 11 prominent 
actors who have supported 
exposition demands for President 
Hussain Muhammad Ershad's 
resignation, an oppc^tion-back- 
ed cultural group said Sunday. 

A source at the television sta- 
tion refused to comment on the 
reported blacklisting, but he said 
three TV dramas had been post- 
poned because of the absence of 
several actors. 1lie source spoke 
on condition of anonymipr. 

Other government officials de- 
clined to comment or could not 
be located. 

The United Cultural Forum 
issued a statement that the 11 
actors had been banned from 
appearing in any television prog- 
rammes as of Saturday. It said the 
actors include three of Bang- 
ladesh's most popular TV stars: 
Ferdosi Majumder, Ali Zaker 
and his wife Sarah Zaker. 

The forum, an alliance of a 
half-dozen major cultural ^ups, 
claimed more than 200 radio and 
television performers have re- 
fused to work for the past six 
weeks to show their support for 
the campaign against Gen. 
Ershad. 

Sheikh Hasina and Khaleda 
Zia. the chief opposition leaders, 
launched their campaign of 
strikes and rallies agamst Gen. 
Ershad on Nov. 10. Hiey have 
vowed to continue the frequently 
violent protests until Gen. 
Ershad resigns from the presiden- 
cy he took in a 1982 bloodless 
cbim. 

Tbe 57-year-old former army 
general dissolved parliament on 
Dec. 6 and promised to hold new 
legislative elections by March 5. 
But he refuses to step aside him- 
self. 

Gen. Ershad declared a state of 
emergency on Nov. 27 and ban- 
ned all political activities, but 
recently has shown an increasing 
willingness to deal with the 
opposition. The strikes have vir- 
tu^y paraij^d economic life in 
bis impoyerisbed nation. 

Opf^ition sources said Satur- 
day that the government was con- 
ducting indirea talks with secon- 
dary opposition leaders. 

Ms. Hasfna, head of the Awami 


Time names 
Gorbachev 
as Man of 
the Year 

NEW YORK (R) — Time maga- 
zine chose Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev as its “man of the 
year" on Saturday, calling him "a 
ruthless political - opportunist" 
who yet a "symbol of hope 
for a new kind of Soviet Union." 

Tune said Mr. Gorbachev "has 
reinvented the idea of a Soviet 
ieader" since coming to power 
after Yuri Andropov. 

"Virtually everything about his 
country and its place in world 
affairs seems less ponderous, less 
opaque than it did before he 
became general secretary of the 
Communist Party of the USSR," 
said Time senior writer Donald 
Morrison. 

The magazine annually desig- 
nates the person, people or thing 
it deems to have most significant- 
ly influenced the course of world 
events in the past year, for better 
or worse. 

Morrison called Mr. Gor- 
bachev “a dedicated Communist. 
Also a ruthless political oppor- 
tunist. 

"In 1987 he became something 
more, a symbol of a new kind of 
Soviet union: More open, more 
concerned with the welfiire of its 
citizens and less with the spread ' 
of its ideology and system ' 
abroad." * I 

"For fanning that hope. 
Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachev 
is Time's man of the year for 
1987," Morrison said. 

"He could be the most danger- 
ous adversary the U.S. and its 
allies have faced in decades — or 
the most constructive, " Time said 
in its cover article. 

"Molded by famine and war, 
promised a measure of hope after 
(^viet ieader Joseph) Stalin's 
demise and then abruptly disillu- 
sioned, Mr. Gorbachev is not the 
sort of man who would willingly 
drag his country back into the 
dark days of repression, econo- 
mic hardship and international 
obloquy." 

The 6lst Man of the Year 
chosen by the magazine since 
1927, Mr. Gorbachev was the 
fourth Soviet leader to be chosen. 
In 1983. General Secretary 
Andropov shared the cover with 
President Reagan. 

Nikita Khrushchev was Man of 
the Year in 1957 and Stalin was 
chosen twice, in 1939 and 1942. 

Time said it had also consi- 
dered President Reagan, who had 
also been Man of the Year in 
1980. Marine Lieutenant Col 
Oliver north, who played a key 
role in the Iran-contra affair, and 
Costa Rican President Oscar 
Arias, who won the 1987 Nobel 
Peace Prize for his Central Amer- 
ican peace plan. 

Black Monday — the Oct. 19 
Wall Street crash in which the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
plummetted 508 points in one day 
— and the acquired immune de- 
ficiency syndrome were also 
nominated. Time said. 


Barcelona bomb kills 
U.S. Marine, injures 9 



BARCELONA. Spain (R) — A 
U.S. Marine died early on Sun- 
day from wounds su&red in a 
grenade attack on a bar in Barce- 
lona, a U.S. embassy spokesman 
said. 

Nine other U.S. servicemen 
were hurt in Saturday night’s 
attack on the bar Inina, a popular 
meeting point for American ser- 
vicemen on shore leave. 

Ronald Strong, from Reevers, 
Pennsylvania, died in hospital af- 
ter emergency surgery to remove 
shrapnel from his abdomen, lung 
and kidney, U.S. embassy 
spokesman Robert Meade said. 

Spanish state radio reported 
that two Catalan separatist 
groups — Terra Lliure (free land) 
and the little-known Catalan Red 
Liberation Army — said they 
carried out the attack. 

One victim had an operation to 
remove shrapnel from his foot 
but none of the injured was in 
danger. 

^lier reports said six were 
wounded, but Mr. Meade said 
some of those injured went back 
for treatment to their shim, the 
U.S.S. Thorn and U.S.S. Beery, 
and had not been included in 
police counts. 

Barcelona, host ci^ for the 
1992 summer Olympics, is the 
capital of the autonomous Cata- 
lan region in north eastern Spain, 


which has a distinct language and 
culture. 

Both Terra Lliure and the 
Catalan Red Liberation Army 
have said they were responsible 
for a bomb explosion at the U.S. 
consulate in Barcelona last Octo- 
ber which injured eight Spa- 
niards. 

A local official said earlier he 
could not rule out a link between 
the latest attack and talks be- 
tween Madrid and Washington 
on reducing the U.S. militaTy 
presence in Spain. 

Under the present defence 
treaty between the two countries, 
the United States can station up 
to 12,^ troops at four bases in 
Spain. 

Meanwhile Barcelona police 
said suspected Catalan separatists 
tried to blow up a replica of the 
ship in which Christopher Coi- 
ombus sailed to America in 1492. 

Police said they defused on 
Sunday 10 kilogrammes of explo- 
sives of the kind used by Terra 
Lliure which had been packed in 
a pressure cooker and left on 
board the Santa Maria. 

The attackers fled when a 
police patrol searched the vessel 
after reports that unidentified 
people had sneaked aboard be- 
fore dawn. 

The ship is anchored in the port 
of Barcelona as a tourist attrac- 
tion. 


Afghan rebels call for 
direct talks with Soviets 


PESHAWAR. Pakistan (R) — 
Afghan rebels called for direct 
talks with Moscow on Sunday as 
thousands of exiles in Pakistan 
roared their defiance of the 
Kremlin. 

At a rally outside Peshawar 
marking the eighth anniversary of 
the Soviet military intervention, 
leaders of the main rebel alliance 
demanded an unconditional, im- 
mediate Soviet withdrawal. 

As some 20,000-25,000 
Afghans chanted “AlIah-0- 
Akbar" (God is Great) and 
"down with the Russians." 
alliance Chairman Mohammad 
Younus Khaiis read our a joinr 
resolution. 

ft said the Soviet Union had 
taken no practical steps to with- 
draw its troops, estimated by the 


West at some 115.000. A first 
indication would be agreement to 
talk directly to the Mujahideen 
rebels. 

"The alliance is ready to 
seriously consider a Russian 
proposal for direct talks with the 
Mmahideen," it said. 

But it added that the Western- 
backed rebels were prepared to 
continue their armed struggle un- 
til the Soviet forces and 
Afghanistan's other rights were 
restored. 

The resolution, approved 
unanimously, also seemed to rule 
out any role for a United Nations 
or an intemational Islamic peace- 
keeping force, as suggested by 
some diplomatic players in the 
Afghan drama. 


Communists air 1st radio 
broadcast to Filipinos 


MANILA (R) — Marxist rebels, 
in their first broadcast to Filipi- 
nos, said they could see the "shin- 
ing future" of Communist victory 
in the Philippines. 

In a broadcast on Saturday 
night marking the 19th year of the 
founding of the outlawed Com- 
munist Party of the Philippines, 
an unidentified spokesman said 
the establishment of a rebel gov- 
ernment around the country "is 
not far off.” 


The unprecedented 38-minute 
broadcast came hours after five 
rebels were killed and six soldiers 
wounded in two clashes north and 
south of Manila, following a 48- 
hour ^ristmas moratorium by 
government and rebel forces. 

There was no indication where 
the transmission was made. It 
came over an unused FM fre- 
quency and was marred by heavy 
static, often drowning out the 
speaker's voice. 


Fighting follows Nicaraguan Christmas truce 


TEGUCIGALPA (R) — Rebel 
radio reported that heavy fighting 
resumed in Nicaragua on Satur- 
day after the government and the 
contra rebels accused each other 
of violating a two-day Christmas 
mice that ended at midnight. 

Radio Liberation, the contras' 
radio station, said it had received 
reports of fierce clashes around 
the central Nicaraguan town of 
Boaco but that details were 
sketchy. 

It added the Sandinistas were 
deploying troops from the north- 
ern mountains to Lake Nicaragua 
in the south. 


Both sides earlier accused each 
other of violating the 48-hour 
Christmas truce, which ended at 
midnight on Friday. It was the 
first such truce in nearly six years 
of war. 

Neither side admitted laun- 
ching any attacks. 

The Nicaraguan Defence 
Ministry said the U.S.-backed 
contras had violated the ceasefire 
in seven separate attacks in which 
10 rebels and one Sandinista sol- 
dier died and five government 
troops were wounded. 

Radio Liberation dismissed the 


charges as propaganda and said 
the Sandinistas attacked to oust 
the contras from strong positions. 
It gave no details of casualties. 

"They made a mockery of the 
truce," said Aristides Sanchez, 
one of six leaders of the Nicara- 
guan Resistance. 

"Our troops stuck by the’ 
truce," Mr. Sanchez told Reuters 
by telephone from a Central 
American country be did not- 
want named. "If we had attack- 
ed, the Sandinistas' death count 
Hxuld not be so many rebels 
killed and so few government 
troops.” 


Hart seeks good results in primary ballots 


Lea^e Party^ and Mrs. Zia, 
leader of the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party, could not be 
contacted for comments on the 
reported talks. Both women have 
emphatically refused to deal with 
Gen. Ershad's rovemment. 

Hasina is the daughter of 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the 
first president of this nation that 
achieved independence in a civil 
war with Paki^an in 1971. 


WASHINGTON (AP) - Gary 
Hart says a crucial test of the 
credibility of his renewed quest 
for the Democratic presidential 
nomination will be whether he 
can get on the ballot in states with 
early primary elections. 

"If there is some popular base 
•of support for this candidacy in 
Illinois and elsewhere, that will 
make itself felt in our abilire to 
qualify for the ballot," Mr. Hart 
said Saturday in an interview on 
the Cable News Network. 

"We have ... a lot of very 
complicated, technical barriers to 
overcome,” he said. "I think one 
barometer, one test of the 
seriousness of this candidacy is 
whether we are able to do that." 

Mr. Hart dropped out of the 
presidential race this spring after 
a newspaper reported he bad 
spent a weekend with model 
Donna Rice. He made a surprise 
re-entry this month when he qual- 
ified for the nation's first primary 
election, in New Hampshire. 


Since then. Mr. Haft has re- 
gained his status as the leader 
amon^ the Democratic candi- 
dates in a number of polls. 

"I can't think in any circumst- 
ance I would be the ffont-ninner 
in any normal or traditional 
sense,” he said. "If it is name 
recognition. I think it would have 
to be what you would call nega- 
tive name recognition because 
most of the press or publicity I 
have gotten in the last six or 
seven months has. to say the 
least, not been favourable." 

Jesse Jackson typically runs 
second behind Mr. Hart in most 
of the polls, but party leaders and 
many polling experts have ques- 
tioned whether either candidate 
could actually win the nomination 
or be elected. 

"I understand the industry of 
politics in this country," said Mr. 
Hart. "It has to report on some- 
thing and it has do the kind of 
calculation about who's ahead 
and who’s behind. But in the final 


analysis — as we saw in '84 — 
very little of that matters. The 
voters have a way of making up 
their own minds." 

Addressing his own high 
"negative" figures in the same 
polls that show him leading tiie 
field, Mr. Hart said: 

"I happen to believe that the 
preliminary indications of a nega- 
tive attitude aren't neces^rity a 
hard indication, and certainly not 
a traditional political judgment in 
any way. 1 think if my family and 
I. my wife and I, are able to take 
our case to the people, we'll find 
a lot of people changing their 
minds about what this campaign 
is all about." 

Mr. Hart's own unfavourable 
ratings stem from his reported 
involvement with Miss Rice. In 
response to a question, Mr. Hart 
said he would decline to discuss 
the issue if it were raised by 
another candidate, just as he has 
declined to answer questions ab- 
out it from the press. 


Soldier jaUed after lover dies 

PEKING (R) — A young soldier who backed out of a suicide pact 
al the last moment and left his lover to die has been jailed for 12 
years, a Shanghai newspaper reported. The lovers ^reed to die 
together after" his commanding officer refused 20-year-o!d Zhai 
Doneya permission to marrv. They went to a mountainous area 
near the eirl's home in Liaoning province and separated briefly to 
find a secluded place to die, the Xinmin Evening News reported 
on Saturday. Znai returned to find his lover — named only as 
Tang — on the brink of death after taking sleeping ablets. 
Unable to follow suit, he dragged her into a wood, shrouding her 
bodv with his greatcoat and undergrowth. He later confessed to 
his parents and was arrested. A court in Shenyang found him 
guilty of murder. 

China could lose three-quarters of forests 

PEKING (R)“ China will lose nearly three-quarters of its forests 
bv the year 2000 if deforestation continues at the present rate, the 
official' New China News Agency has quoted a vice-minister as 
saying. Vice-Minister of Forestry Liu Guangyun told a meeting in 
Pekii^ that most of the country's state-run forestry bureaus would 
have no woodland left for exploitation unless the trend was 
reversed. Local officials must step up measures to stop uncontrol- 
led tree-felling, he added. A month-long forest fire in May 
destroyed more than one million hectares of forest in north east 
China, leadina to the dismissal of Forestry Minister Yang Zhong 
for alleged negligence. China’s official media said this year large 
areas of woodland were being destroyed by acid rain in south west 
China. 

10 arrested for bribiug officials 

PEKING (AP) — The manager of a construction firm and nine 
other people have been arrested for paying bribes totalling 200.000 
yuan ($54,000) to government officials, a state-run daily has said. 
The China Youth News said that since 2985 Luo Tianfii, former 
manager of a construction firm in Chengdu, south west China, 
and the others gave bribes to ID government units. They gave 
-28,000 yuan ($7,570) to an official in the provincial Commercial 
Department to obtain contracts for four projects. They also 
bribed with 10.000 yuan (S2.700) the leader of a real estate office, 
allowing them to buy for 800.000 yuan ($216,000) a piece of land 
in downtown Chengdu worth several million yuan. Luo made 
illegal profits of at "least 100,000 yuan ($27,000) bv oaying an 
official of the city design institute 10,000 yuan ($2,700) so he 
could build Houses in violation of government regulations, the 
re^rt said. It noted that 80 per cent of an 86-member advisory 
group to the construction firm are Communist Party members. 
The report did not say if anyone was arrested for receiving bribes. 
Bribery and other forms of official corruption have become a 
serious problem as China loosens controls over the economy and 
encourages private enterprise and market-oriented reforms. 

Women died 10 years before discovery 

INDLANAPOLIS (AP) — Two women whose remains were 
discovered last month in the home they shared with a relative bad 
died 10 years earlier, authorities say. The bodies were found oo 
Nov. 20 after the death of Carl Forchee, 77. who had kept the 
remains of his sister and aunt in their bedrooms following tbeir 
deaths, authorities said. Officials have ruled that Forchee's aunt, 1 
Charlottee Arlington, died in October 1977 at age 95. and his 
sister. Agnes Forchee, died a few months later at age 84, 
coroner's investigator Charles Green has said. Authorities have 
been unable to determine the causes of the two women's deaths. 
Green said. Ms. Forchee is believed to have died of a heart attack 
or stroke, he said. 


Army enlists plastic soldiers, canvas tanks J- ' 

BELTSVTLLE, Maryland (AP) — The U.S. Army, returning to 
an age-old strategy used extensively by the Soviet military, is • 
increasing its use of decoys and fake targets in hopes of 
outsmarting an enemy's modem weapons. Decoys ranging from 
canvas t^b to plastic soldiers could make the army in battle 
seem twice as big as it really is. The two- and three-dimensional 
tanks canvas tanks made at TVT Corp's plant outside Washington . 
look real both to the naked eye and to heat-seeking tbemal 
targeting sy’stems used at night. An unassembled front-view M-1 . 
weighs about 25 pounds and collapses into a duffle bag. In less . 
than three minutes, one man can assemble it and plug in a 
generator to warm up its thermal "signature." With a tape 
recorder and speakers a pair of sofdieis can sound like an entire 
tank battalion. A fake M-1 costs about $3,500. The real tiling 
costs almost ten times as much. "Deception really is the second 
goal. Survivability is the first," said TVI Vice President Stephen ' 

P. "Decoys are credible targets... they allow the real vehicles to ‘ 
move around" and increase the survival rate in battle. The army 
has about 4.000 real M-1 tanks and plans to acquire an equal 
number of the fakes, said Maj. Andrew Fallon, of the anny’s 
budget office. Deception has been a key element in miiitiy 
strateg>- since the Trojan Horse. 


High yen makes Takeshita millionaire 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita's net 
worth rose to more than one million U.S. dollars this year, partly • 
to the yen s appreciation, official figures revealed ou Friday. • 
His personal property, including land, savings and securities, 
w'ere wonh 134 million yen ($1.04 million), an official at the 
prime minister s office said. He said this figure was up 13 millioa . 
yen ($101,000) from February last year, about a month after Mr. • 
I akeshita was appointed finance minister. The dollar then stood • 
near 192 yen, compared with about 129 on Friday in Tokwo. 
rtyodo News Service estimated Mr. Takeshita’s real worth at • 
about one billion yen ($7.7 million) because much of his land and 
secunties are valued at cost. 

Louis Gosset Jr. marries actress 

TEL AVrV (AP) — Oscar-winning actor Louis Gosset Jr. 
mamed an American soap opera actress in a Qiristmas Day . 
ceremony attended by a small group of family and friends. “I'v^ 
never thought at this stage in ray life this could happen," publicist 
Barbara Barkay quoted Gosset as saying. "You get used to lift 
being just OK, and then suddenly something like this happens and 
vou realise how much you were missing ail those years." Gosset’s . 
bnde Cyndi James Reese, in her 30s, plays Lexy, an undercover , 
cop. in the American television serial Days of Our Lives. She also 
sings the opening song in television’s Rich Little Show. Gosset,'? 
50. has two sons, Satie. 13, from a previous marriage, and . 
Sharron, 10, adopted by Gosset three years ago. The couple was 
mamed in a Baptist ceremony at a hotel in the resort town of|-', 
Herzlia, north of Tel Aviv. Gosset flew in his aunt, aunt's mother ■ 
and 90-year-oId grandmother to attend his wedding. Another • 

g iest at the ceremony was Bobby Angelle, a friend who has been I 
Osset's stuntmm in movies for the last 13 years. Gosset, who' . 
the 1982 Academy Award for his supporting role in An . 
Officer And a Gentleman, also played the late Egyptian Indent ; 
Anwar Sadat in a recent television miniseries. The couple, w'.' 
return Sunday to Haifa, where the filming of Iron 2 resumes • 

Sunday. They will return to Los Angela in ten weeks, when . ~ 
filn^ in Israel is scheduled to be completed. 









